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HERE make you a | 
P reſent, and, I doubr 
not, a very agreeable one, 
i ſince it is the Second Part 
| of rhe very eminent 
Dr. DEVENTER Ss Treatiſe of the 
Divine Art of Midwifery ; an Art 

ſo obſcurely known, or rather gueſſed 
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ly, wretchedly, and ſo deſtructively 
carried on by the Caprice of unin- 
formed Pretenders, that very proba- 


bly it might have remained for ever 


enveloped in the dark Shades of 


Stupidity and Ignorance, had not ſo 


generous a Hand as that of this 


Great Man reſcued it from that fatal 
_ Captivity, and ſhewn it to the World 
by this New Light of his, in its full 


Liberty and Luſtre, to his own im- 


mortal Honour, and the eternal Be- 
nefit of Mankind. 


T he Preſent, I make you, Sir, is in- 
deed but ſmall in Bulk, bur rich in 


Value; it is a Jewel of great Price, 


more valuable than the orient Ruby; 


ic hath been viewed with Admiration 
at each Metropolis of Sweden and 


Denmark, and its Splendors have il- 


lumined the Mountains of Tyrol. 
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not who hath ſo much Right to this 
Second (but more glorious) Gem, 


as he, who hath with ſuch Accuracy of 3 


o 


Judgment, ſo juſtly approved of the 
By this Light, Men will diſcover 


the horrid, and, if I may fo fay, the 
palpable Darkneſs and Ignorance of 


former Ages, and with Amazement 
wonder, how for ſuch long Periods. 


of Time, People could be ſo much 
prejudiced by Education, as blindly 


to follow the traditionary Fooleries 


of theirAnceſtors, venerable only for 
their Antiquity, and dance round ina 
Circle of mere uſeleſs theatrical 
Jargon of dogmatieal Pedantry, too 
rave to ſtoop to be better informed 
y others, as a Diminution of their 
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It now ſhews itſelf to you in an Eng* = 
liſi Collet, I have ſer it fairhtully, _ 
and it is at your Service: for I ktnow 
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Dignity, unworthily to learn Wiſdom 


from their Inferiors, by the novel 


Methods of Experiment and De- 
mmonſtration. 


Men will nov, it is to be hoped, 
ſee an end of all thoſe horrid, abo- 
minable, and moſt wicked Practices, 


through ſuch a deplorable and ſu- 


| pine 'S Ignorance, cruelly made uſe of 


y unskilfu] Pretenders to Midwifery 
in both Sexes, which this Author ſo 
juſtly complains of ; an end to all 
thoſe Twiſtings, Contorſi ions, and 
breaking of Members, perforating of 
Sculls, hooking, taring, mangling, 
butchering and murdering of ſo many 


Infants and cheir Mothers, in difficult 


Births; whereas whether the Infant 
be dead or not in the Uterus, the 
Delivery might have been expedited 
in an Hour's s time by the eaſy Me- 
thod of this great Man, without 


thoſe 
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thoſe Manual and Inſtrumental Hor- - 


rors, and which Method, for the ge- 
neral Uſe of Mankind, the Preſerya- 
tion of ſo many innocent Infants 
and their Mothers, of all Ranks and 
Qualities, he has not only given the 
World in the Latin, but in Datch, 
the Language of his Country. 


The ſame Motive induced me to 
tranſlate it into Engliſh ; nor ſhall I 
be concerned at the Objection which 
ſome malevolent Perſons may make, 
vi. That the rendering Books of Phy- 
fick into Engliſh, is too much the expo- 
ſing of the Myſteries of that Science, and 
anEncouragement to uackery; becauſe 
if thoſe who might make it, could bur 
reflect a little with themſelves, they 
would lee that thisObjection deſtroys 
itſelf. For as 9 wackery is founded 
upon Ignorance, 10 whatever deſtroys 
the Foundation muſt ruin the Super- 
* ſeaclur 
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_ x DEDICATION. 
F” F/rufure Quacks in all Arts will 
ceaſe to be ſo, when they ſhall be 
better inſtructed ; nor is Science 
confined to one Language alone : 
the Romans wrote their noble Senti- 
ments in the Roman Tongue ; the 
Orations of Cicero were not ſpoken 
in Greek, nor did he fear they would 
encourage Pedantry by being deli- 
vered in Latin. How will ignorant 
Pretenders to any Art bluſh ! how 
will they be aſtoniſhed ! abaſhed ! 
confounded! when they ſhall have 
no Excuſe, no Cover, no Refuge to 
i retire to, for not being better in- 
| ſtructed, on pretence of their not 
being acquainted with the Latin 
Tongue! 9 wackery, and vain Pre- 


F- tences to Knowledge, in both Sexes, 
F will be then no more. Thoſe, who 
are willing to be improved, will 
j learn; and the Unwilling, remain- 
. ing in taeir Ignorance, will by 
|; 1 this 
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this means be detected and aban. 


doned. 


This is what our Author very well 
knew, and therefore purſued his glo- 
rious Deſign; nor was he deterred 
by Malevolents, whom he rather pi- 
tied than was afraid of. He con- 
ſidered he lived in an ungrateful 
World, and how well ſoeyer he 
might merit from Mankind, yet he 
was convinced that a good Man, 
tho' he be certain he ſhall receive 
Ingratitude for all his good Offices, 
ſhould not, however, by ſuch Treat- 
ment,behindered from perſevering in 
good Works; as knowing that he muſt 
not expect his Reward from Men, 
ſince the great Phyſician of us all, 
whoſe Life was nothing but one conti- 
nuell Series of doing Good, was there- 
fore, and for no other Reaſon, un- 
gratefully and moſt wickedly pur 
= | 0 
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to a moſt cruel and ignominious 
Death. 


Out Author is fully arisfied of 
this Truth, of whom I ſhall ſay bur 
little, his Works proclaim the Man. 
Vain therefore, and ſuperfluous 
would it be in me, to attempt his 
due Praifes : yain, becauſe it would 
be attempting an Impoſſibility : fit 
perfluous, becauſe, it is what he 
neither wants, nor deſires. He 
has already had the Praiſes of an 
Hoorne, a Neu, ferle, and a Buch- 

wald ; Ila tha is the greateſt Pane- | 
oyric of all, the Approbation of a | 
COCKBURNE. 


Vain therefore, and ſuperfluous | 
would be ſuch an Attempt : for 
which Reaſon, SIR, expect nothing 
like this to yourſelf from me : For 

were JI ever ſo capable of, or rather 


did 
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did I not mortally hate the accoſt- 
ing of a great Man with pompous 


and magnificent Expreſſion and ſo- 


norous Periods ; yer would I pur- 
poſely omit them here, as too mich 


lavouring, as they are too frequently 


managed by the Generality of De- 


dicators, of what I abominate, a ful- 
ſome Adulation. 


Men, the moſt praiſe-worthy, look 


the leaſt for Praiſe; and I never addreſs 


my ſelf to any one fond of Eulogy 
and Encomium : And therefore, as 
the Great DEVEN TER, in very few 
words, and in a plain and {imple 


manner, inſcribed this Treatiſe in 
Latin to the Famous Boerhaawve, and 


two other Phyſicians, who are the 
Honour of his Country; ſo I, (his 
unworthy Tranſlator) without any 
previous Compliment, have the Hap- 


pineſs of dedicating it in Engliſh to 
RE. O 
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xv DEDICATION. 
One, who is the Glory of Ours : 
who hath ſo evidently 1 
to the ignorant World, the true Symp- 
toms, Nature, Cauſe, and Cure of 
that Malignant Diſtemper, which 
for ſo many Ages (as was the Art 
of Midwifery) had been merely 
guefled at, by Perſons who plume 
themſelves with vain Conceits of 
Knowledge, and a long Bead-Roll 
of Cant Terms; the Virulence of 
which they boldly attempted to era- 
dicate, though they knew not ſo 


o 
0 


much as its Situation. 


This Light of Tours, like that of | 
the Great Deventer, (the Subject of | 
this Treatiſe) hath dazzled and 
confounded the Ignorant and Mali- 
cious; which you have diſplayed in 

its full Splendour, and that with ſo 
much Perſpicuity of Thought, Soli- 
dity of Judgment, and rational Ex- 

preſſion, 


thorough Diſcerner of that, on which 
the whole immenſe Body of Medi- 
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perfect Maſter of 2 natomy, à Aut 
Judge of Animal Oeconomy, and a 


cine rolls, as on its Axis, GLANDULAR 
SECRETION. 


Nor is this my bare Judgment 
only, but the Sentiment of One of 
the greateſt Phyſicians in the Werld, 
who opened himſelf to me after 
this manner with a ſenſible Satiſ- 
faction ; who is a Lover of Science, 


| wherever it be, too great of Soul 
to be biaſſed by Prejudice, Party, or 


mere Majority ; but looks, as you 
do, with a generous Scorn and Con- 
tempt on thoſe, who, notwithſtand- 
ing all their mighty Clamour, ap- 
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preſſion, as evidently ſhew you ͤ 


prove, by their private Practice, of 


what they openly rail at, and con- 


demn; and, WE ſore kbandoned 


wretched 


1 OE 
ith all due Obſeryance and 
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Tour Mo ft Humble, and 
ft Obedient Servant, 
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Doctor of Philoſophy and Plyſic 4 


2 Yor Y Phyſick, Botany Ch _ 
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Dr. W OosTERDYK Schachr, M@ 
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Doctor of Philoſophy and Phyſick, | 
|| Profeſſor of Theoretical and Pradi- Þ 
cal Phyſick, and the Practical Col. 
lege, Preſident of the College of 
Pharmacy. Sos 


. Dr. W SIEGFRIED ALBINUs, 


} EY | : 


Doctor of Phyſick, and Profeſſor of 


natomy and Surgery. 


g 


Bright 
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ments of the Faculty of PHYSICK. 


THESE 


New Improvements in the Art of 
Midwifery, are, with all due 
Obſervance and Reſpect, 
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Henry a Deventer, 
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T is now above 22 
Tears ſince my Book, 

which had for its Title, 
Novum Lumen Obſte- 

tricantium*, came out | 
in the vulgar Tongue f, 
with Hopes, that by this New Light, j 
F might perſuade thoſe who pradtiſe | 


— 


e. 
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* The Firſt Part came out under that Latin Title, 4 1 
The Low Dutch Language. We | 
SRL = Mid- 


_—— AKEFACE 
Midwifery, that the true Cauſes of 
the moſt difficult Births, did not ſo 
much depend on the bad Poſitures of 
Infants in the Womb, as from the 
perverſe Situation of the Womb itſelf ; 
which thing, to the beſt of my Know- 
ledge then, and according 40 what TI 
have been hitherto conſcious of, no Au- 
thor bejore me ever had touched upon. 
And tho this New Light ſhone not out 
to all Men, r Heb who are 
always learning, but never know the 
Truth ; it however proved of great 
Advantage to jome Midwives, and 
many learned Men, who would not | 
like Slaves ſervilely ſubmit to be 
bound down t the poſitive Aſſertions 
and Ipſe Dixits of the Antients ; but 
received the Teſtimonies of Truth, 
founded upon manifeft and undoubted 
ll Demonſtrations ; of whom ſome gave 
me Thanks, either by themſelves in 
; Perſon, or by Letter. 0 


And 


And tho this Book was publiſhed 
at firſt in two Languages only, the 
Dutch and Latin; yet ſome learned 
Men would not hide this New Light 
under a Buſhel, but ſet it on a Candle- 
ſtick, and, without my Knowledge, put 
out Editions of it both in Engliſh 
it | and High Dutch. 5 


„e But tho this New Light was very 
1 troubleſome to the dark Eyes of ſome 
People, yet they could not put it out, nor 
+ || hinder it, by little and little, to ſhine out 
„ more and more, and paſs from this 
1s | Country to other Nations; and finding 
„ | themſelves not able to withſtand the 
p, || Truth, or amend the Work, they rather 
, || choſe to approve of it by their Silence, 
„ | than to ſet themſelves up in Oppoſition 
„ | to it with Infam) and Diſhonour. 
During the ſpace of 22 Tears, the time 
ſince this New Light came out, I have 
not known any one of conſiderable Fi- 
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„ PREFACE 
gure write on this Art of Midwifery, 
or to have produced any thing new in 
elation thereunto ; nor do I think 


any one will eafily go about to at- 
tempt it. 


It 1s not, however, impoſſible, but 
that by continual Exerciſe, and dili- 
gent Obſervations in Practice, to im- 
prove what hath been hitherto ſaid on 
this Subject by ſome new Experiments: 
A Specimen of which I preſent the 


World with in this Farther Examina- 
tion, propoſing moreover ſome Diffi- 
cult Births, the true Cauſes of which 
had not then as yet ſufficiently mani- 
feſted themſelves to me, which I af- 
terwards learnt, as alſo what neceſſa- 
rily 1 ought to know ; upon which J 
thought it my Duty to make them 
publick, that they may the better be 
ſerviceable to my Neighbour, and 
that due Thanks may be paid to 
EH: God, 


2 


PREFACE wrt 
God, the only Beſtower of all good 
Things. he 


This A | 1 

thought be ſt to publiſh, in a particular 
. — tho' it be 1 Sequel, or Pro- 
ſecution of a greater Work ; and 

may, as a Supplement, be ſubjoined 
thereto. And this I did for the fol- 


| lowing Reaſons. 
I. Firſt, That all they, who have 
| already bought my firſt Book®, might 


not be obliged to buy a new one f. 


2. Secondly, That all Men and 
Women, who have at heart the Health 
and Safety of their Families, might, 
| with the ſmalleſt Expence and Pains, 


| 
ö The FHrſt Part, called in the Engliſh Tranſlation, Te 2 
7 Art of Midavifery improved. 3 | 
14 | | He alludes, I preſume, to the Dutch Edition, where this 


Secind Part is printed and paged, ſo as to be bound up in 
| the ſame Volume as the Hrſt. 
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by reading this Farther Examination, 
briefly, yet evidently perceive, with 
how much Prudence they ought to pro- 

ceed, when their Wives or Daughters 
are in Labour. een 


3. Thirdly, by this Farther Exami- 
nation, in a few Pages, I would excite 

and admoniſh Midwives in what prin-+ 
cipally belongs to their Duty; knows 

ing that they will read over a little 
Book, which they may purchaſe for a 
mall Sum, rather than ſeek better to 
be inſtructed at greater Expence and 
Labour. : 


= 


4. Fourthly, I thought the reading 
of this Farther Examination would 
not be ſo tedious to our Tlluſtrious 
Magiſtrates*, whoſe every Moment of 
Time is very precious, but who in this 
ſhort Specimen will be able eaſily to 


* The States of Holland. 


ſee 
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ſee and perceive the great Inconve- _ 


mencies, Calamities and Miſeries, to 


which their Subjects are expoſed, thro 
want of Neceſſary Helps in thoſe 
Straits, when their Wives and Daug h. 
ters in Labour are. either neglected, or 
by wicked Practices extremely torment- 
ed; and from which hitherto they have 
had no manner of Refuge, but only in 
their Tears, and with theſe have they 
hitherto bewailed the want of neceſſary 
Succour, and ever will, "till it ſhall 
pleaſe the Illuſtrious Magiſtracy 70 
amend and make up again this Loſs 
and Damage, by applying to this Ewil 


its proper Remedies. 


Perhaps it may not be diſagreeable 
10 the Reader, to ſee together, with 
the Approbation, ſome fer Extracts, 
whence it may appear, what are the 
Sentiments of the Learned Phy- 

ſicians in reſpect of ths Nt w 
LiGnrT, to perfect which, before 
3 a 4. I 


— 47-7 7500 be Ag Oba it bs A ARE 


ͤy— ihe BAI 

6 ANA i ee 
24 * * 4 4 — © =_— - Ws " (+ ® 5 * a £ he — * * * " * * 
7 ? "=P 5 * L 9 + 0 | | 


CY 


* 
l ; A 
4 5. ; 4 . « 9 | 
; | * Ty * ie? * © * ; . 
by 3% N 1 0": 18 « 1 
8 * 1 * — 4 ; 
* 1 : : * ; " 
PR" — 2 * # — ; N R V.., 
* % * 9 s F 4 4 
$ 3 LN a? of us 5 | 
l _ - 1 5 a P C - 
7 + 8 \ 12 1 » 1 
q As] , 5 Ir 0 — , % 
I n 0 | . 
e : ; - x 
, 4 * 2 g * 4 - \ 
A 
| ; - | 6 
? * * ; 
| * 
5 
1 
1 ' „ * 
„ 


before I died, I reſolved to add this 
Farther Examination as a Supplement 
or Second Part; wiſhing, that it may ſo 
pleaſe God, the Eternal Lord and Go- 
Vernour of all Things, that this little 
Treatiſe may be ſerviceable for the Pub- 
lick Good, and Comfort of the Afficted; 
that bis infinite Goodneſs, worthy of all 
Honour, may be praiſed and glorified, 
which will be a ſufficient Reward to 
me his meaneſt and moſs unworthy 
a _ A 4 nan 


Henry à Deventer, M. D. 
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An Extract of a LETTER 
of the moſt Learned Joan van 
HookN, Doctor of Phyſic at Stock- bl 
holm, ſent to HENRY A DEVENTER, YI 

Moft Learned SIR, 3 4 1 

and my Unknown Friend, 


H O), till now, there never hath ly 
rl paſſed any Familiarity between 
us, nor have I hitherto had any 
REPS Correſpondence with you by 
Letter; nevertheleſs, I thought it my Duty 
to inform you, in a few Lines, with what 
£ Pleaſure of Mind I read over your Nez 
« Light*, (or Art of Midwifery improved) 
and, in my Judgment, Women in Labour 
cannot return you ſufficient Thanks, for 
© your voluntarily communicating to the 
World ſo Noble a Preſent. 
1 I confeſs, that I never hitherto have read 
| © any Author, nor ever ſpoke to any, who 
ever thought hereupon ; ſo that your Book 
* has the beſt Right to, and excellently me- 
* rits the Name of a New Light. Five 


_—_— 


m— hn * 9 


* The Ni Part of The Art of Midwifery had this Title, | 
as I abſerved before. = 


ears 


kxxvi Letters to Dr. DEVENTER: 

| © Years ago, I put out a very ſmall Treatiſe 

in the Swedih Language relating to this 
Subject: for while I was in Fance, J ap- 
plied my ſelf with the utmoſt Diligence to 
© this Art, and afterwards I diſputed at Ley- 
© den, for my Degree, on the Subjett of a 
© Preternatural Birth : and becaule I yet 
daily practiſe this Art, I could have wiſhed, 
that either your Book had come out ſooner 
© or mine later than it did; for then it would 
© have been put out with greater Perfection, 
© and more ſerviceable to the Publick Good, as 
* being illuſtrated with your Precepts 1n this 
* Art for we learn, as long as we live, and 
© our latter Days inform us better. I wiſh 
I could be ſo happy as perſonally to confer 

_ © with the Author of this Book; but as this 
cannot be, yet we hope, that as you have 
put forth a Great and New Light, ſo you 
will ſtand to your Promiſe, 82. by com- 
* municating your CHirurgical Operations, 
© that the Learned World may thereby hold 
in greater Eſte: your Diligence and 
© Eruclition, and at the ſame time extol, 
with deſerved Praiſe, your ingenuous Can- 
* dour of impartii:g what you know to others. 
„This I hope with all my Soul; and, be- 
ſeeching Heaven to beſtow long Health up- 
* On you, I ſubſeribe my ſelf, : 


Jour moſt Humble Servant, 


Stockholm, 5 . | | 
11 Nov. 1702. JoRN van HooRN, AV. D. 


Part 
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EN Years are now paſt, ſince, ac- 
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Part of a Letter from the 


moſt Learned FRAN CIS RE U F- 


PERLE, Doctor of Phyſic at 
Campidona, at the ſtrait Entrance 
of the Mountains of Tyrol. 


Moft Tilnftrious, and 


90ſt Honoured Sir, 


El cidenrtally, your Book of the Art 
M of Midwifery, which had been 
* then three Years publiſhed, fell 


into my hands; which, when TI found full 
© of Love and Charity to our Neighbour, and 
* ſupported with the moſt ſolid Foundations 
© of Truth, I placed ſo much Confidence 
therein, that immediately, having ſent for a 
« Midwife, indued with the Diſpofitions 
* neceſſary for that Work, I, theoretically, at 
© leaſt, inſtructed her with your Counſel and 
© Admonitions; which having willingly re- 
© ceived, and ſucceſsfully put in practice, it is 
* a wonder how much Benefit thereby accru- 
* ed to the Public, ſo that the ſaid Midwife 
is not only called abroad to Women in La- 


bour 


xxviii Letters to Dr. DxvxN TER. 


© bour of the Prime Nobility, but ſeveral 
© other Women alſo, who have hearkned to 

© her Inſtructions : ſo that all Women in La- 
© bour, round the whole Country, now will 
* not be helped by any other Method but 
© yours ; (whereas before, when the whole 
Affair was left to Nature, innumerable In- 
© fants either died with their Mothers, or be- 
ing moſt wretchedly conſtituted, drag on a 
© lingering Life; ) for which you muſt expect 
© eternal Honour to your Name, and great 
© Reward from the Mercy of God. Fare- 
© well, moſt illuſtrious Man! and vouchſafe 
© him the Happineſs of your Favour ; him, 
© who as long as he lives, will be the moſt 
faithful Honourer of your Name and Cha- 
© raCter. 


From Campidona, at the ſtrat 
Entrance of the Mountains 
of Tyrol, 7 Jul. 1714. 


FRAN CIS KEUFFERLE, M. D. 


Monſicur 
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Monficur le Docteur, * 
and my moſt Honoured Friend 


UR Book, intitled, Opera- 
ell Rl 7:ores Chirurgice Novum Lu- 
ien exhibentes Obſtetricanti- 
bus, Lugduni Batavorum 1701, 
__ #mpreſſum, ſince I have read it, 
© is very dear to me, If I had not read a 
« great many others, who have written on 
the ſame Subject, I could never have be- 
© lieved that ſo many Ages could have been 
ignorant, that the Matrix falls in ſome Wo- 
* men with Child, ſometimes before, ſome- 
© times behind, and ſometimes on one ſide. 
© But the Reading of Mauriceau, Portail, 
&c. ſufficiently ſhews, that they believed, 
© that in difficult Births, the Infant might be 
© either ill: turned, or be too great (compara- 


© tively) to the Big-bellied Woman, and her 


© Parts. 

© Monſieur le Docteur, I congratulate you 
with all my heart on this Diſcovery, ſo uſeful 
© to Mankind. I defire you, Sir, if there be an 
* Epitome of your ſaid Book, to ſend me one. 
Our Midwives are very ignorant in this 
Country; bur becauſe I have great diffi- 
© culty to underſtand Dutch, I ſhall wiſh 


1 


* This Letter is in French, the other two in Lat in. a 
tnat 


xxx Letters to Dr. DevenTts. 
that ſuch Extract of your Book might be 
either in Latin or French. If perchance 
you ſhould have one of your Hand-writing 
© and it ſhould come into Deæumaręꝶ, it would 
© make its Fortune; or if there be any 
© Phyfician,or Surgeon, that is well inſtructed 
© by you, and has had good Experience, we 
© ſhall receive him here with a great deal of 
« Pleaſure, and he might live very well, be- 
© cauſe we have only one Phylician here, 
© Dr. Hacquard, Jun. who is like to die; ſo 

© that here is neither Phyſician, nor Surgeon, 
© who might be aſſiſting in a Difficult Birth. 

Adieu, Monſieur, &c. I am for ever, 
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Monfieur le Docteur, 
Your moſt Humble 


and Faithful Serouant, 
Copenhagen this 26th 
of March, 1716. 


Joan de BucywaL, 


Chief Phyſician and Firſt Sur- 
geon of His Daniſh Majeſty. 


The 


| * 


The APPROBATION. 


: HE Profeſſors of Phyſic, in the Uni- 

1 bverſity of Leyden, being defired by 
the moſt experienced HENRY A DEVEN- 
TER, 70 peruſe his Treatiſe, Intituled, Ope- 
rationum Chirurgicarum Novum Lumen 
exhibentium Obſtetricantibus, Pars Secun- 
da“, and to give their Fudgment theres 
upon ; have read over the ſame, and 
have judged it moſt worthy to be com- 
mitted to the Preſs, and communicated 
to the Public. 


Ni. O0sTERDYK SCHACHT; A 
Leyden, 2 4 


), | Aug.6th, 1723. 
| Dean of the Faculty of Phy/ic: 


*The Latin Title of this Second Part. 
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En 
F a Difficult Birth, occaſioned by the Infant*s lying 
on his Back in a Womb propendulous, or hang- 
ing forwards, with the hinder Part of his Head falling 
into the Pelvis. p. 1. 


HN 


Of a Difficult Birth, occafioned by the Infantès lying 
tranſverſe, or athwart the Pelvis. p. 19. 


CH AP _ 

An Example of an Infant hing after another manner 

tranſverſly on the Pelvis, in a Womb obliquely poſi- 
ted, p. 3 2. 


CHAP. IC. | 
Of a Difficult Birth, occaſioned by Defect of Pains, or | 
by Fault of ſuch as are ſpurious. 5 52: f 


H | 
The Midwives Touchſtone and Shield of Defence. p. 58. | 
C H AﬀP. VI. 


How, by the Inſpection of a dead Body, may be diſcovered, | 
whether a Woman dying with the Fœtus within her, 
died of a natural Death, or periſhed through the Neg- | 
ligence or Unskilfulneſs of the Midwife. p. 82. 
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CHAP Ly 


| Of a Difficult Birth, occaſioned by the 


Infant's lying on his Back in a 
Womb propendulous, or hanging for- 
wards, with the hinder part of his 
Head falling into the Pelvis. 


HAVE heretofore treated of a 
SDN 1 | : 

ST We 4:/1cult Birth, occaſioned by 
8 ſuch a perverſe Situation of the 


% | & , S e 


WWomb, when its Bottom fell 
very low into the Abdomen; and 
demonſtrated the true Cauſe of thoſe miſe- 
rable Tricks and wretched Practices ſome 
People had recourſe to, and their miſchievous 


B Con- 


2 MipwirERY Improved, 
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Conſequences, as may be ſeen elſewhere *. 
But I did not in that place treat of ſuch 
difficult Births, as are occaſioned, when in 
a Womb thus propendulous, or hanging 
forwards in the Abdomen, the Infant lying 
on his Back falls with the Hinder part of 
his Head into the Pelvis; and there, as it 
for the moſt part happens, adheres in ſo 
fixed a manner, as it is impoſſible to bring it 
into the World. And becauſe ſuch a Situa- 
tion is the Cauſe of 2 moſt difficult Birth, 
I thought it neceſſary to diſcourſe of it in 
this place more at large, according to the 
ſeveral Experiments I have had thereupon. | 
No one ought to doubt, but that an In- 
fant in a Womb thus poſited may lie as 
well on his Back as on his Belly; but no 
one, but he who has experienced it, will ea- 
ſily believe it poſſible, that ſome. Wombs + 
with their Bottom can fall ſo low into the 
Abdomen, as I my ſelf have, by an accurate 
Obſervation, truly been ſatisfied of: And 
therefore no one ought to think it ſtrange, 
that T have not, before now, written of this 
perverſe Poſition of the Womb and Infant; 
for in ſuch like Caſes I ought to ſuſpend paſ- 
ſing Judgment, as being afraid leſt perhaps 
I might err and be deceived in ſo doing. 
But often repeated and accurate Obſer- 


* See, The former Part of Dr. Deventer's Midwifery, Ch, 46. 
| page 248 & ſeq. Printed for E. Curll;Ann. 1706, 
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vations have at length taken away from 
me all manner of Doubt, and entirely aſcer- 
tained the Truth of the Thing; and there- 
fore no one ought to doubt of the Truth of 
this Aſſertion, tho', as far as I know, I may 
be the firſt that ſhall diſcover to the World 
this u7tozard Poſition of the Womb and In- 
fant, and demonſtrate the bad Succeſſes 
which have thence enſued. 6 

I ſay therefore, that it ſometimes, nay ve- 
ry often, happens in ſome Women, which 
any one will eaſily believe, that the Bottom 
of the Womb may fall very far down into 
the Abdomen of the Woman, whoſe Abdo- 
en allo lies very low; and that too in ſuch 
a manner, that the Length of the Womb, 
together with the Fagina, may deſcribe a 
broken Curve; and often alſo to that degree 
as almoſt to perfect a Rectangle: and When 
it ſo happens, that in a Womb thus perverſſy 
ſituated, the Infant lies reſupine, or on his 
Back, thence neceſſarily and unavoidably 


Follows a moſt difficult Birth, and for the 


noſt part cauſes the Death both of Mother 
ind Child, becauſe ſuch. Women, for the 
10ſt part, die before they are delivered. 

If any one ask why ſuch a Situation of 
he Mother and Infant is ſo dangerous? And 
[moſt always mortal to both? I anſwer, 


6 * 


for theſe Reaſons following. | 


* 1 * 


1. Becauſe Midwives being ignorant of 


be Danger, do not defire timely Afſiftance. 
S.. And 


* 
bY 


And what Wonder is it that Midwives 
ſhould not know the Danger of this Poſiture, 
ſince ſuch a Poſiture of the Womb and In- 
fant has hitherto eſcaped them, and all the 
World? And what Wonder is it that ſuch a 
Poſiture has hitherto been unknown to the 
World, ſince (I am very well ſatisfied) not 


one, amongſt all the Authors, who have 
_ written before me, ever knew this Situation, 


or has at leaſt deſcribed it? And lince ſuch a 
Poſiture 1s, and hath hitherto been unknown 
to every Midwife, it will not ſeem ſtrange 
to.any one, that hitherto all Midwives have 
been, and yet are unapt and unable to ſearch 
out and diſtinguiſh ſuch a Poſiture of the 


Womb and Infant from others. 


That it is a Truth, that this Poſiture hath 
hitherto been unknown to all Midwives, I 
judge alſo from this, 2. That hitherto no 
Midwife ever was ſo knowing as to tell me, 


that the Womb and Infant were thus placed, 


when 1 have been called to deliver a Wo- 
man, where Matters have taken this 

Jura. |; — 
2dly, Becauſe at preſent noMidwife knows 
how by the Touch to diſtinguiſh ſuch a Poſiture 
of the Womb and Infant from other untoward 
one Theſe Women, who thus bring neceſ- 
ſary Aſſiſtance to ſuch a one in Labour, are 
likewiſe unfit for this Work, as not being 
able to tell either the Woman or her Friends 
the Danger of this Situation, and conſe- 
. quently 
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quently neither the Woman nor her Friends 
can have time enough to deliberate how to 
take care ſeaſonably to expedite the Mother 
and Infant from ſuch mortal Danger. 


_ 3dly, Midwives not knowing ſuch Situa- 


tion of the WWamb and Infant, nor dreading 


its mortal Danger, deceive themſelves, as 
well as the Woman in Labour, and her 
Friends, and the refs of the By-Standers : 


For, when they are asked, If the Infant be 


well turned? or lie with the Crown of his 
Head upon the Orifice of the Womb ? They 
ſay, Yes, he thruſts the Crown of his Head 
forward, he is well turned; and here acquieſ- 
ing, they ſecurely expect a quick Delivery: 
whereas they ought to fear, that, if an expe- 
rienced Maſter in the Art of Midwifery be 
not ſpeedily ſent for, the Woman might far 
certain die undelivered. | . 
Athly, This Poſiture, therefore, which we 
now treat of, is not dangerous in reſpe& 
only of the Ignorance of Midwives, but 
is in itſelf ſurrounded with ſa many Perils 
and Diſadvantages, that the moſt skilful and 
moſt dexterous Maſter in this Art is obliged 
to deem it very dangerous; and confeſs, that 


if it be not impoſſible, yet that it 1s at leaſt 


extremely difficult for him, in ſuch a Situa- 
tion of the Womb and Infant, to preſerve the 
Mother from Danger of Death : And that I 
may demonſtrate that what I fay, is founded 
on Truth and Experience, I ſhall now (and 
F 3 I think 
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1 think it neceſſary ſo to do) as Waddts as 
may be, treat of this fame Situation and its 
Conſequences, that all who are skilled in 
the At may be fully convinced thereof. 

The Caſe in queſtion then is this: An In- 
fant lying reſupine, or on his: Back, in a 
Womb fallen ſo low in a propendulous Abdo- 
mien (or which on the forepart is prominent 
downwards) ſo that the Poſiture of the 
Womb and Yaging ſeem to make a broken 
Curve or Rectangle. | 

I ſuppoſe the Infant in ſuch a Womb to 1 
reſupine with his Head to the Orifice of the 
Womb, ſo that it cannot be otherwiſe but it 
muſt firſt ſtrike upon the Orifice of the 
Womb, and be preſſed above againſt the 
Curvature or Bending of the Vertchræ of the 
Loins, and the Os Sacrum or Cyccygis; which 
for the moſt part ſhoots out in a Point, as 

is well known to all Anatomiſts, and there- 
fore they may eaſily underſtand what I here 
preſuppoſe. 

From this true Suppoſit ion, there unavoi- 
dably follows another, to wit, that the 
pointed part of the Womb, with the Infants 
Head incloſed, muſt neceſſarily lie upon the 
Offa Pubis of the Woman : whence it muſt 
follow, firſt, that the Waters cannor eaſily 

dilate the Mouth of the Womb ; and beſides, 
if they could a little open and dilate the 
Womb, this could not be done but under 
the Head of the Infant in the Cavity of the 

Pelvis, 
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Pelvis, and conſequently the Waters cannot 
be but of an oblong and tenuous Form or Fi- 
gure, and oftentimes are broken before the 


Mid wife can obſerve it, or elſe they are al- 


ready broken before her coming to the Wo- 
man, becauſe ſuch a Perſon has not her true 
Pains, and the Mid wife who is called ſeldom 
thruſts up her Hand ſo high, as to be able to 
perceive the Encreaſe of the Waters; for it 
is impoſſible ſhe ſhould reach them with her 
Fingers only, unleſs they deſcend or fall 
down like an Inteſtine, or Gut. 

And when the Waters, or rather Mem- 
branes, are broken, and the Waters flow 
out, they call them fugitive or flying Wa- 

ters, without rightly conceiving the true 
Cauſe of this their Defluxion, yet they know 
by Experience, that theſe Waters for the moſt 
part foretell a dificult Birth: For theſe 
Waters are formed oblong and flender in 
all bad and untoward Poſitures or Situations 
of the Womb and Fætus, whoſe Head does 
not directly lie over the Orifice of the 


Womb; and this happens more or leſs, as 


the Head of the Infant more or leſs ſtops or 
ſhuts up the Mouth of the Womb. But be- 
cauſe the Conſequences of theſe ſame Waters 
are not always equally pernicious, hence it is 
they hope for the Beſt, whereas it ought ra- 
ther to be a ſeaſonable Memento and Ad- 
monition to them to fear the Monſt. 
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From what has been hitherto ſaid, every 
one that is skilled in the Art, may gather, 
firſt, That in this Poſiture or Situation of the 
Womb and Infant the Pains can be but little 
urged or provoked, in order to dilate the 
Mouth of the Womb by the Head of the 
Child, becauſe it lies againſt the Os Sacrum; 
beſides, if the Head of the Fxtus could ſome- 
what dilate the Orifice of the Womb, in 


F 


that the Aaler part of the Head of the Fe- 
tus could by little and little deſcend more 
and more into the Cavity of the Pelvis, 
even then the Head could not fall down 
farther, unleſs to the Of; Pubis, whereon 
indeed the Infant might be held by the 
Neck; for farther than that, it cannot eaſil7 
deſcend. 
The Fzrus 3 then reſupine, or upon 
his Back, with the Crown of his Head lying 
upon the Curvature or Bending of the Os 
Sacrum, the Neck leaning upon the Os Pu- 
- bis, the hinder part of the Head fallen down 
upon, or into the Pelois, with his Face re- 
clined upwards; the Midwife touches the 
hinder part of the Head of the Infant, and 
imagines ſhe plainly feels his Crown and ſays, 
the Fetus comes on duly, and as it rightly 
ought ; that the Birth is natural, the Child 
well turned, and provided there were due 


Pains, 


. 
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Pains, all things would go well : but ſhe 
ſays, that the Pains are too feeble, promote 
nothing, and adviſes the Woman ſtrenuouſly 
to urge and provoke them. But all theſe Ef- 
forts prove in vain ; for the ſtrongeſt Spaſms 
or Diſtenfions can by no means expreſs or 
throw out an Infant in ſuch a Situation, 
which being thus fixed, is every where incom- 
moded and appreſſed by the Bones of the 
Polots. © + — | 

In this Poſiture or Situation, there 1s yet 
another vaſt Diſadvantage of which the 


Midwives complain, being however very ig- 


norant why it is ſo, And this Inconveni- 
ency obtains chiefly in Women of a more 
advanced Age, who never before have been 
in Labour: which Inconveniency conſiſts 


in this, That there is no Aperture, nor can 


be, tho' the Woman be a great many days 
in labour ; for the Head of the Infant re- 
maining thus compreſſed, does not urge, nay 
indeed never can urge or move the Pudenda, 
becauſe it cannot deſcend, either by Aſſi- 
ſtance of Hand or Pains ; wherefore no Me- 
dicines inciting Pains or Spaſms can avail 
any thing in this Caſe, but rather are 
extremely hurtful and injurious : and no- 
thing is hence to be expected, but the cer- 


| tain Death of the Mother and Fætus, eſpe- 


cially tho? there has preceded an entire 
Defluxion of the Waters, and the Ferns re- 


mains compreſſed in a dry Womb; but to 
LY ſa ve 


10 Mipwirzry Improved. 
fave the Mother, while ſhe has yet Strength, 
let not the Fetus be treated as if dead, and 
the Mother may be delivered. And to do 
this, is required a Maſter moſt excellently 
dextrous in this Art; for this is not only a 
moſt difficult Task, but what is almoſt im- 
poſſible to be effected: I ſay almoſt im poſ- 
ſible, not abſolutely ſo, unleſs it be ſuch as 
| are not very skilful and experienced. 
6 If any one ſhould deſire to know what a 
Mid wife muſt do to draw forth ſuch a Fa- 
tus ? I anſwer, That in the above-men- 
tioned Situation and Danger, an Inver- 
ſion of the Fætus muſt by no means be 
thought on, either by drawing it out by the 


6 Feet, for then the Head cannot be retrodu- 
ced ; for which Reaſon the Head, which at 
| firſt came down into the Pelvis, is to be 
1 drawn forth : but this cangot be done but 
| with much difficulty; for beſides that, in 
j Women of a more advanced Age at their 
6 firſt Travail, there is no Aperture, and this 
| ought to be firſt made , remains 


ſo fixed and appreſſed, and the Situation of the 
Body that is to follow it ſo perverſe, that it 
is entirely impoſſible to draw forth the Head 
either with the Hands, or any Inſtrument 
whatſoever, unleſs firſt having opened the 
Skull, the Brains taken out, and even then 
it has its Difficulties. . 
Some, perhaps, may ask, Whether the 
Infant, in ſuch a caſe, might not be drawn 


forth 
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forth by the Tire Jute (as it is commonly 
called) an Inſtrument invented by Monſieur 
MAURICEAU, without firſt taking 
out the Brains? I anſwer, that altho' I 
made this Inſtrument according to that 
Gentleman's Directions, and have kept it 
by me for many Years, yet I never made a- 
ny uſe of it; becauſe T know, by Experience, 
that the Head, in ſuch Poſiture or Situation, 
cannot be drawn forth, unleſs the Brains be 


firſt taken out: for I have f ufficiently tried 


ſo to do, by Inſtruments that were very fit 
and proper for ſuch an Operation. 

The Reaſon is, becauſe the Infant being 
fixed by the Neck, is appreſſed by the O /a 
Pubis, and becauſe its Back and Shoulders 
are too much every where appreſſed by the 


Offa Pelvis, to be drawn thence by the grea- 


teſt Violence. Nor would it ſuffice, in this 
Poſit ure or Situation, to draw the Head to 


one by any Inſtrument which had taken 


hold of it, for ſo ſhould we, by means of 
ſuch an Inſtrument, with an incredible Vio- 
lence, appreſs the Ofa Pubis; and that the 
Head may follow, the Fraction, or Drawing, 
ought to be directed more towards the Parts 
poſteriour than the anteriour, for other- 
wiſe there would be no Paſſage; and unleſs 
the Brains be taken out of the Head, the 
Space is too narrow to draw it towards the 
poſteriour or back Parts: and therefore 1 
prefer to this Inſtrument (the Tire Tete) 

TU - F442. 
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a Hook or ſtrong Forceps, for theſe may be 
better directed, and introduced with leſs In- 
conveniency. ; KS * 


a . 


Not to multiply Chapters, and yet that 
we may inſtruct the TJyronos, or Students, 
of this Art, with proper Obſervations in 
ſuch diſſicult Births, we ſhall make men- 
tion of another - perverſe: Situation of the 
Womb and Infant; namely, as it ſometimes 
happens, when the Womb 1s fallen down 
into a ſomewhat prominent Abdomen, not 
directly ſtraitfor ward, but more inclined ei- 
ther to the right Side or left; and when 
in ſuch an obliquated Womb the Infant lies 
reſupine, and ſo falls down with the hinder 
Part of its Head into the Pel/ovzs : this 
Poſiture or Situation is not to be eſteemed 
much more advantageous than the, former, 
in which the Womb falls down directly 
ſtraitforward into the Abdomen, and the 
Difficulty of delivering the Woman, as alſo 
the Danger of her Death, without firſt 
bringing forth the Fxtus, is almoſt the ſame, 
nay very often greater, for the Reaſons men- 
tioned in the foregoing Caſe, 5 
Mid wives know not how to find out this 
Situation by the Touch, and diſtinguiſh it 
from that which is a natural one; and tho' 
the Head of the Infant be thus obliquely 
fallen into the Pelvis, yet, ſay they, it is well 
turned ; according to their Judgmeat, there 
are only wanting ſo urgent and provoking 

| Pains, 


. 
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Pains, Medicines muſt be had to incite them, 
which the Phyſician preſcribes, .relying on 
the Judgment and Deſires of the Midwife, 
but with great Injury and Prejudice to the 
Woman in Travail; for even the ſharpeſt 
Pains, in this Caſe, are to no purpoſe, for 
they cannot force the Head of the Infant as 
it ought to be, becauſe the Fætus ſticks ve- 


ry cloſe, being ſtrongly appreſſed in his 


Head, Neck, and Shoulders, between and 


_ againſt the Oſſa Pelvis; and this Situation is 


equally dangerous and mortal as the prece- 
ding, unleſs Art come timely to the Aſſi- 
ſtance of Nature; if not, the Fetus muſt be 
treated as above. . 

Infants who, in this Situation of the 


Womb, lie prone upon their Belly, are more 


eaſily brought away; yet Experience has 
taught me, that ſuch Situation of a prone 
Infant is oftentimes attended with equal In- 
conveniences as if it lay on its Back; and 
this happens when the Fatus lies on its 
Belly in ſuch a place, where it may ſtretch 
out the Forepart of his Crown, and hold the 
hinder Part of his Head ſomewhat reclined 
Sideways, and where he may have his Chin 
preſt to his Breaſt, and his Face looking up- 
ward. Now the Face, reclined Sideways, 
may for the moſt Part look upwards; in 


which Caſe even the moſt skilful Maſter in 


the Art may err, for judging of the Poſiture 


of the Head, he will moſt certainly con- 


clude, 
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clude the Firzus to be lying on its Back; 
but when the Head ſhall be drawn out, he 
will ſee the Infant follow with the Breaſt 
and Abdomen turned upward : whence it 
neceſſarily follows, that the Head and Neck 
of the Intant were 'writhed or intorted, and 
ſo to have deſcended into the Pelvis. So 
that the Midwife, in ſuch a Poſiture, ſtands 
in need of as much Labour to draw forth 
ſuch a Fxtus, as if it had lain on its Back; 
the ſame Means therefore in both ought to 
be made uſe of 

The Reaſon why Infants are drawn forth 
from Wombs reclined on either Side, with 
the ſame Difficulty as from thoſe which have 
fallen direct forward into the Abdomen, is, 
becauſe the Shoulders of the Infant do then, 
for the moſt part, lie as it were diametrical- 
ly tranſverſe or athwart the Pelois: for 
which: reaſon, being preſſed to, every where 
by the Opn Pubis, they remain immovea- 
ble, and cannot be drawn forth without ex- 
treme Violence: And unleſs the Shoulders 
fall down into the Pelvis, the Head of the 
Infant cannot be drawn out; and it will be 
very difficult to find any one that has ſuch 
tender Hands and Arms, as that he might 
immit them all along from the Head to the 
Shoulders, and ſo direct them as they may 
deſcend into the Pelvis, or make them lie 
directly over the Pelvis : fo that when the 
Head of the Infant is drawn forward, they 
may 
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may fall into it, and unleſs the Shoulders fol- 
low, as has been ſaid, the Woman cannot 
be delivered. . 14 
But perhaps ſome might ask, Whether in 
ſuch a Poſiture of the Womb and Infant, 
the Woman cannot or ought not to be de- 
livered after another manner? I anſwer, If 
the hinder Part of the Head 1s already fal- 
len into the Pelvis, it can be done no other 
way, as I know of; but if ſuch Situation 
be timely known, then a far different Me- 
thod muſt be made uſe of, 272. we ought 
not to ſuffer the hinder Part of the Head to 
fall into the Pelvis, but we ought immedi- 
ately to break the Membranes, if they are 
not ſo already; and then having with the 
Hand immediately removed his Head to the 
Side, we mult feel after the Infant's Feet, 
which, when having found, gently to draw 
them to us, and after this manner draw. out 
the inverted Infant by his Feet; and in ſo 
doing there remains yet hopes of ſaving the 
Mother and the Infant, which hopes en- 
tirely vaniſh as ſoon as the Waters have 
made their Defluxion, and the hinder Part 
of the Head is fallen into the Pelvix. 
But, as we have before obſerved, this Po- 
ſiture or Situation, is entirely unknown to 
Midwives, and can by no means be diſtin- 
guiſhed by them; for which Reaſon very 
rarely they ſend-for a Maſter in the Art, 
but when the time is elapſed wherein the 
| WR 
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Infant might be ſaved, nay very often too 
late for the Mother to eſcape Death; for, 
in this Caſe, tho the Fxtus be thus brought 
forth, being too much weakened and debi- 
litated, ſhe dies: for which Reaſon, not 
without Cauſe, we laid it downas a cer- 
tain Truth, that theſe Poſitures or Situations 
are for the molt part deſtructive and mortal 
both to Mother and Infant. 

I beſeech God, that at length he would 
vouchſafe to open the Eyes of the moſt High 
and Mighty Lords of our Republick *, -that 
they might conſider of ſuch efficacious 
Ways and Means, to prevent that negli- 
gent Ruin, Perdition, and Deſtruction of 
ſo many Women and their Infants, occa. 
ſioned by the dull and groſs Ignorance of 
Mid wives, and at the ſame time to prohibir 
the Abuſe of unſeaſonable taking of ſuch Me- 
dicaments inciting Pains, according to the 
Caprice and Fancy of ſuch ſtupid Midwives. 

I doubt not but every one, who is deſirous 
of Improvement, may be glad to know by 
what Ways and Methods, in the beginning, 
Infants thus untowardly polited, and per- 
verſely iſſuing, may be drawn out by the 

Hands, with hopes of ſaving both Mother 
and Child? „ 1 

That we may give a candid Anſwer to 
this Queſtion, I muſt ſay, that in order to | 
aſſiſt ſagely and religiouſly a Woman in la- 

* The States of Holland. 
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bour, under ſuch unhappy Circumſtances, it 
muſt firſt of all plainly appear to us how _ 3 
the Womb and Infant are poſited, either 4 
Side ways, or in the forward Part of the 7 
Abgomen. _ 
If the Womb and Infant are poſited on 
either Side, the beſt way of all is, that the 
Mother ſhould lie down in the Bed upon 
that Side in which the Womb and Infant 
are ſituated, with her Knees lifted up to- 
wards the 4b4omen, and the upper Part of 
the Body poſited in a more declining Situa- 
tion than the lower, that the whole weight 
of the Womb and Infant may fall back- 
wards towards the Diaphragma. 
If the Infant and Womb are placed in 
the Abdomen, the Woman ought ro be 
* |} Kneeling on the Bed, with the upper Part 
of the Body very much declined ; ſo that 
the Adomen being at liberty, the Womb 
and Infant may, by its own weight, deſcend 
into the Forepart of the Abdomen. 
The Woman being ſo placed, the Doctor 
ought to introduce his Hand, and gently 
bring it down from the Head to the Shoul- 
ders of the Infant, and then he muſt retro- 
preſs the Infant to make room; after which 
the Head ought to recline a little towards 
one Side, the Chin appreſs the Breaſt, and 
then moving his Hand along the Head, and 
thence upon the Breaſt. of the Infant, he 
1 mult proceed to the Feet; of which, having 
0 * found 
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found one, he muſt hold it in a Nooſe, that 
it be not pulled back again; then let him 
endeavour to get the other, and gently 
draw both thro' the Mouth of the Womb; 
whitherto having brought them, he muſt 
hold them cloſe together with one Hand, 


and with the other retropreſs the upper Part 


of the Body, and ſo by degrees draw forth 
the Infant by his Feet. . 


But Three things are here to be obſerved : 
(1.) That before the Infant is farther pro- 
tracted, the Woman muſt be placed in a 
different manner; that is, ſhe muſt be laid 
on her Back, with the upper Part of her 


Body ſomewhat elevated, which is the Si- 
tuation of a Woman in a natural Labour. 
(2.) Before the Ferns is farther protracted, 


the Abdomen of the Woman ought by a skil- 


full Hand to be put up, rightly and firmly 


placed; which then very eaſily may be 
done, and proves a very great Conveniency 


and Advantage. (z.) While we draw 
down the Feet, the Infant is to be inverted 


by little and little, ſo that the Belly, T ho- 


TAX, and Face may be turned downwards, 
left the Chin ſtrike upon, and be appreſſed 
by the Offa Pubis. 


While we are employed in gently draw- 


ing forth the Infant, let the Woman in La- 


bour likewiſe do her Office, that is, ſhe muſt 
ſtrive, as much as in her lies, whether the Pains 
provoke or not, to expreſs the Infant, for 

this 
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this is of very great Help and Advantage, 
and eſpecially if the Infant is ſtill alive; for 
theſe Endeavours of the Mother hurt her 
much leſs than the Doctor's Touches. When 


the Infant is thus brought into the World, 
the Secundines, or After-Birth, are to be 
taken out, and the Womb purged or clean- 
ſed, as we have declared in our former Part, 
Which would be uſeleſs here to — 


A 
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CHAP. 1 


Of a 22 Birth, occaſioned & 


2 Infant's lying tranſverſe, or 
athwart the Pelvis. ; 


NM ONGST al the perverſe Poſitures 
or Situations of Infants, none is worſe 
than this; that is, when the Infant lies tranſ- 
verſe or achwart the Pelvis, and eſpecially | 
when the Infant, thus poſited, lies reſupine, 
or on his Back. 

This Poſiture always cauſes a difficult 
Birth, whether the Womb be directly or 
obliquely poſited ; and if ſuch a Poſiture cau. 
ſes a difficult Birth, when the Womb is di- 
rectly poſited, much more will it do fo when 
the Womb has an oblique Situation ; and 
© I moſt 
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moſt difficult of all in a Woman, whoſe Pel- 
vis is but ſmall and plain, and when the 
Bottom of her Womb falls down low in the 
Abdomen. 

Now two ways eſpecially may an Infant 
lie tranſverſe or athwart the Pelvis; the 
firſt is, when the Head and upper Part of 
the Body lie on one Side of the Abdomen, 
and the Feet, Legs, and Buttocks on the 
other: and this Poſiture or Situation is yet 
much better than the next, which I am 
going to inſtance, and for the Cauſes I ſhall 
preſently mention. 

That, which is yet much worſe, is ; when 
the Legs and the lower Part of the In- 
fant lie in the 4bdomer, but the Head and 
upper Part of the Body lie upon the Wo- 
man's Loins. 

There is no manner of Doubt to be made, 
but that an Infant, having either of theſe 
two Poſitures or Situations, cannot be brought 
into the World after ſuch a manner, but 
that the Mother, together with the Infant 
thus retained, muſt die, unleſs ſhe be deli- 
vered by an artful Hand ; which, immediate- 
ly after the breaking of the Membranes, may 
be effected eaſier, ſooner, and with leſs An. 
guiſh than before, and very often, by ſpin- 
ning out the time, may be intirely impoſſi- 

©, 

When the Infant lies, after the firſt man- 
ner, tranſverſe or athwart the Pelois, with 
— the 
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the upper Part of the Body on one Side, 
and the lower Part on the other, and the 
Belly lying loweſt, whether the Navel- 
String hang out or not, there is not ſo much 
Danger as when the Infant lies on his Back ; 
becauſe the ſoft and tender Madomen, or 
Belly of the Infant, cannot much reſiſt the 
Hand when it'is put 1n, 1n order to come at 
the Feet; for an Infant thus poſited muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be inverted and dran out by the 
Feet, as I have taught and demonſtrated in 
my firſt Part *. = 
Bur if the Infant lie reſupine, that is, his 
Back lying loweſt, then it will be very dif 
ficult to invert an Infant in ſuch a Poſiture, 
and draw it forth by the Feet ; nay, it will 
be much more difficult and laborious, be- 
cauſe the Back is broad and hard, and does 
not eaſily give way to the Doctor's Hand, 
when introduced, or permit itſelf to be 
thruſt upward ; beſides, in this Caſe, he 
will be hindered from coming at the Feet, 
which will be difficult enough for him to 


F do, eſpecially if there has been already a 


Defluxion of the Waters: but yet there is 
no nearer way, no better Method of 1nvert- 
ing the Infant, and drawing him forth by 
the Feet, than that which I have taught al- 
ſo and demonſtrated in my firſt Part T. 
— — — — — 
Chap. 42. Fig. 28. 

j Chap. 43. Fig. 29. 
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If it be very difficult to invert an Infant 
that lies tranſverſe or athwart the Pelois 
after the firſt manner, it will prove twice 
or thrice the Difficulty if he lies tranſverſe 
or athwart the Pelvis after the ſecond man- 
ner; that is, when the lower Part of the 
Body lies in the prominent Part of the A- 
domom, and the upper Part and Head upon 
the Fertebræ of the Loins, eſpecially if the 
Woman's Loins are very hollow, and ſhe 
carry her Womb very low in the Abdomen. 
If the Infant, thus poſited, lie prone on his 
Belly, the Inverſion. will be much more eaſi- 
ly made, or rather with leſs Pain and An- 
guiſh, neither is there ſo much Danger of 
Death, tho? the Infant be not brought forth, 

as if it lay reſupine or on its Back,; and in 
the beginning immediately after the De- 
fluxion of the Waters, or when they are 
actually flowing, it is no ways ſo difficult 
ro be brought about, as when the Waters 
have had their entire Defluxion, for the lon- 
ger we delay, it will with more Difficulty be 
effected, and at laſt perhaps not at all, nei- 
ther by the Hand, or indeed by any Inftru- 
ment whatſoever. 

Some one, perhaps, will imagine [ have 
repreſented this Poſiture or Situation in too 
difficult a manner, not reflecting that this 
ſame Poſiture or Situation is of all the moſt 
difficult; but let him but once conſider the 
true Reaſon of the difficult — of 

| uch 
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ſuch an Infant, and he will be obliged to 
acknowledge with me, that what I have aſ- 
ſerted is entirely true: And that this may 
be well underſtood, firſt of all it is requiſite to 
have a juſt Idea of the Pelvis, the Bones of 
which are ſo connected, placed, and deſigned, 
that the Hand and Arm, when thruſt up 
thro? its Mouth, or Hiatus, proceed ina right 
Line towards the Navel, a right-placed 
Womb has much the ſame Situation ; and 
therefore it is, we may move our Hand and 
Arm, and work in it very eaſily, and the 
Arm is never ſtrongly appreſſed by the 
Bones. 3 

But if the Bottom of the Womb deſcends 
hence, or is preſſed down into a propendu- 
lous, or a forward-hanging Abdomen, then 
the Hand can never arrive at the Bottom of 
the Womb, becauſe the Hand is then too 
 Piſhort fo to do, and the Arm too rigid, be- 

cauſe there is no middle Joint between the 

Hand, and the Flexure of the Cubit or El. 

h bow; and as much as I have earneſtly endea. 
wvoured to exhibit to your View ſuch a Po- 

ſiture, or Situation, yet hitherto J have not 

been able to give myſelf that Satisfaction. 


f | But, however, that I may give the Rea- 
er at leaſt ſome ſort of an Idea of this mat- 
ter, you may caſt your Eyes on both theſe 
e Figures; one of which repreſents a Womb 
tightly poſited, and the other obliquely, * 
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The firſt Figure ſhews you the Womb, 


with its Point, or Apex, lying directly on 
the Pelois; A A deſigns or marks out the 


P:lvis, BB the Womb, C the Hand and 


Arm ſtretched out in a right Line towards 
the Bottom of the Womb. Every one will 
eaſily perceive, that the Hand and Arm, 
thus thruſt up into the Womb, have room 
enough, that they may turn and roll round 
every way towards any part of the Womb, 
to invert the Infant, tho? lying reſupine 
on his Back. It is true indeed, that this Po- 
ſiture or Situation extremely hinders the 
way, and makes it, in the utmoſt manner, 
difficult to come at the Feet ; however, this 
may be done, tho? not without great Trou— 
ble to the Perſon who performs the Duty of a 
Midwite, and great Anguiſh to the Patient. 
But the thing is far otherwiſe in the /e- 
cond Figure, which repreſents to us a far 
different Poſiture of the Womb, to wit, 


the Womb directly below in the forepart 


of a Propendulous, or forward-hanging A. 
aomen ; A A denotes the Pelvis, BB the 
Womb, and C the Arm. 7 ns 
Let the Reader obſerve, that on the very 
firſt looking upon this Figure, he will im- 
mediately think, that the Bottom of the 
Womb is placed on the right Side of the 
Abdomen : I could not repreſent to the Eye 
this Situation in any better manner, and 
therefore he ought to conceive in his _ 
33 thne 
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the Bottom of the Womb to be ſituated in 
a propendulous Abdomen, otherwiſe he will 


not be able to perceive well the Danger of 


this Poſiture. For when the Womb is placed 
only on one (ide, tho? as obliquely as here re- 
preſented, yet the Danger is twice leſs than 


if it were ſituated in the forepart of a pro- 
pendulous Abdomen: becauſe the Pelgis is 


Arm may be moved towards both ſides at 
the greateſt diſtance, But directly on the 


forepart, between the Eminence of the G _ 
Sacrum and the Offa Pubs, there is no ways _ 


ſuch a Space; nay, very often the way is ſo 
narrow, that the Arm ſtops ſhort, being 


_ compreſſed on every fide; nor can it re- 

main long, without much Griet and Aſto- 
niſhment. Nay, I my ſelf happened once 
to meet with ſo ſmall a Diſtance between the 
Eminence of the Os Sacrum and Offa Pu]. 
bis in one Woman, that my Hand could not 


conſiderably ſpacious at the ſides, ſo that the 


paſs through, much leſs the Head of the In- . 


fant ; fo that the Hand and Arm could not 
be introduced, unleſs at the ſides of the 
eminent Curvature of the utmoſt Perzebrg 
of the Os Sacrum. | 

But if through a more happy Fortune the 
Pelvis be large enough, ſo that the Hand 
and Arm may eaſily paſs through it, as 


in the. ſecond Figure, the queition then is, by + 
what Ways or Method the Hand may teach 


to or attain the Bottom of the Womb ? For 
- there 


* * 6 * $» - 
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. there lie the Infant's Feet, and till they are 
taken hold of, it is entirely impoſſible, to in- 
vert and draw forth the Infant. 


We fuppoſed, the Infant to lie on his Back, 
and conſequently his Feet are ſtretched di- 
rectly upwards, or elſe being bent backward, 
lie upon the Buttocks of the Infant: If they 
are ſtretched out directly upwards, they then 
lie contiguous to the Bottom of the Womb, 
and there they muſt be ſought for. I repeat 
it therefore again: How can the Hand and 
Arm reach hither? It is impoſſible, for the 
Arm has no Joint in the Middle, and conſe- 
quently cannot bend; indeed it may move 
and roll about a little, but by no means can it 
reach to or attain the Bottom of the Womb, 
that it may there take hold of the Feet; for 
the Arm remains compreſſed on every ſide, 
nay it can ſcarce reach half way sr. 

Perhaps you will ſay, the Arm need, not 


be thruſt up ſo high, but that the Hand ſli- 


ding down along the length of the Back, 
muſt ſearch for the Feet, Which perhaps will 
lie upon the Buttocks. Granting the Feet to 
be ſo placed, I ask again, how can we come 
hither ? This is as impoſſible as in the pre- 
ceding manner ; for if with your Hand 
thruſt in below, you endeayour along the 
Back of the Infant to come at his Buttocks 
or Feet, there are ſtill greater Obſtacles to 
ſurmount : for we cannot proceed farther 
than the length of the Hand will permit, 


which tho” it were twice more than it is, 


would 
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Hand when put in; for it cannot bend in that 


fleck on, 27. That when we endeavour to 


between the O a Pubis, and the Back of || £ 


being preſſed, remains unactive: for then it | 5 


in a Piel Fever, and her Strength fail her; 
in 


would not be ſufficient to reach the Buttocks I I 
and Feet, and the Arm cannot follow the 4 


place, nor is there room that it may follow 
the Hand to affiſt ſuch an oblique Situation. 

Beſides, there remains yet another Diffi- 
culty, which one does not preſently re- 


put in our Hand along the Infant's Back, it 
muſt be inflected towards our Body; to wit, 


the Infant : And as we do this, the Hand 
ſlides overthwartly on, that is, the Joints IP 
or Knuckles of the Fingers move along the 
Back, and conſequently neither Fingers 


nor Thumb can take hold of, much leſs firm- il 
ly retain any part of the Infant : but it you 


put in 'the Palm of the Hand along the 
length of rhe Back, immediately the Hand 


ſhould be bent backward, and ſo cannot per- 


form the third or fourth part of the length 1 
as is requiſite to come at the Feet; nay, in a i 
word, the thing is impoſſible, and the Wo- | 4 
man can by no means be delivered. I 
| Some, perhaps, may ask, Whether a Wo- £ 
man in this deſperate Condition is to be a- l 
bandoned and given up to certain Death ? or I 
-whether any thing elſe 15 to be attempted in \ 
order to fave ber ? Ianſwer, If the Woman has | * 
been in Labour ſome Days, if her Waters || / 
have had their entire Defſuxion, and ſhe be . 


| 
| 
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| in ſuch a Caſe I ſhould. adviſe to let her die 


o 7. 
Foy . 


quietly : but if ſhe has any manner of 


Strength yet remaining, then would 1 ad- 
3 f e 
| viſe this Method to be made uſe of; eis. 
+ | Having asked and deſired Leave to treat the 
: Infant as dead, with hopes of faving the Mo- 
ther, this is the neareſt and only way: ſo to 
odo, as much as I have hitherto obſerved ; 
ir || to wit, having put in the Hand below, as far 


- as may be, as is repreſented in the ſecond 
|| Figure, the Head of the Infant muſt be 


put into the Mouth, and ſo to be taken hold 
of by the Chin, and thus the Head muſt be 
drawn out downwards, as much as can be; 
this done, a ſtrong Hook may be fixed into 


fixed into it, muſt be held by one Hand, and 
gently drawn downward ; we mult, with 


little and little the upper part of the Infant's 


Body, 'till the Head be turned downwards, 


Wo - 


2 


and procure two ſtrong Men to draw up the 


Towel, and then we. may try to draw out 
the Infant ; and there 1s great hopes by rhis 


ww woe W HI WI bo 


ſought for, the Thumb and Fingers muſt be 


the Head, and the Head by this means be 
retained : The Head, thus with the Hook 


the other Hand preſſed againſt the Back of the 
Infant, thruſt it up towards the oppoſite ſide, 
that there may be room for the Head to be 

drawn down, inverting at the ſame time by 


and ſo be laid upon the Orifice of the Womb. 
This done, we may place the upper part of the 
Woman's Body ina very declining Poſition, 


Abdomen of the Woman with a Napkin or 


INCRAI.S 
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means both of delivering and faving the Wo- 
man. BOY VV 


In all her Caſes of a Womb obliquely 
poſited: I have adviſed, and it is my preſent 
Advice to ſeek for the Feet of the Infant; 
and that the Infant thus held by the Feet, 
ſhould be inverted and drawn forth: But be- 
cauſe i in this oblique Poſiture of the Womb, 
it is impoſſible to attain or come at the Feet, 
there rema ins nothing elſe to be done, but to 
draw downtheHeadafter the manner juſtnow 
mentioned, and to let it be then drawn forth 


as commodiouſſyas poſſible; whichOperation 


indeed is very difficult and troubleſome, nor 
can it be performed but by a Hand of the 
om dexterity : but yet that the Woman 

may be ſaved, all Extremities muſt be tried, 


and in this Operation the skilful Artiſt muſt 


take all the Care imaginable not to hurt the 
Woman, or do her any Damage. 

Such an extraordinary Obliquity of the 
Womb, and Infant's Poſiture, was not altoge- 
ther known to me, when I put out the firſt 
Part of this Work; and therefore I could not 
with ſufficient Certainty diſcourſe hereupon. 
But being afterwards, in the Month of De- 
cember, in the Vear 1700, ſent for to a 
Woman in Labour at the Hague, 1 in the Het 
Speny, a Street ſo called; I put in my 


Hand, and found the Infant lying tranſverſly, 


or athwart, the Pelvis, on his Back, with 
his right Hand hanging out of the Orifice of 


the Womb, and all the lower part of the 
Body 


Het 
| 3 
fly, 
wich 
ce of 
the 
Body 


K : : * d wo 
*. ; 81818 WW: _— 
h. 2. MI ˖DwIFE RT Hnproded. 1. 4 

* n 4 4 . %J ; , , 4 . — | > % A 
2.. MiDwiFERYiHDyproved. $6 - 7? 


Body in the Bottom of the Womb, Whielt 
lay in the forepart of A4 propendulous or fer- 
ward-hanging Abdomen. The Head of the 
Infant lay againſt the Hertohræ of the Lins 
of the Woman, with the Chin very much 
appreſſed to the Breaſt; the left Hand lay 
upon the Head, ſo that there Was ho way 
of coming art 2005 Ft TOR. g 1 * . 2 7 
I endeavoured to make as much room as 
was requifite to get at the Feet; but this 1 
found was impoſſible, for the aforeſaid Cau- 
ſes: With a great deal of Pains I came at 
laſt ſo far, that I could touch the Head. 1 
put my Thumb into the Mouth, and I felt 
the Infant bite it, and conſequently it was yet 
alive ; for which reaſon I looked upon it to 
be impious to expoſe to wilful Death an In- 
fant that was alive, becauſe the Woman had 
yet Strength enough remaining; and having 
found fome little Space, I was in hopes one 


way or other of ſaving the Child. 


But the Woman regarding herſelf. and 
Infant with a leſs Religious Mind than I 
did, ſaid in plain Terms that ſhe would ſuf- 


fer nothing more, in order to be delivered, 


having for five Years then laſt paſt wiſhed to 


This terrified me, and all the Women pre- 
ſent, who endeavoured to make her deſiſt 
from this Reſolution, but in vain : The Wo- 
men, being enraged at ſuch a deſperateTem- 
per, went all away, leaving me alone _ 
; 5 ler: 
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her: She got up, and taking aChair ſat downto 
the Fire which I myſelf made, being deſirous 
of hearing the Reaſon of ſuch a deſperate In- 
tention. | She told me, ſhe had a Husband, 
who had involved her in a great deal of Sor- 
row, and that ſhe often wiſhed for Death, 
that ſhe might be delivered from ſo great 
an Evil; and now, ſince this way to death 
offered itſelf, ſhe had rather die with her 
Child, than' endure any thing whereby ſhe 
might be delivered: And tho' I endeavoured 
by all manner of Diſſuaſion to divert this Re- 
ſolution, yet ſhe continued unmoved, and a 
few days after died, with the Fetus re- 
maining within her. _ 


RN Rae eee 
HA? I 
An Example of an Infant lying after 


another manner tranſverſly on the 


Pelvis, in a Womb obliquely poſited. 


N the twentieth Day of October 1713, 

I was ſent for to a Woman ar Rotter- 
dam, who had lain five Days in Labour, 
was very much weakened with a high | 
Fever, and delirious ; where I alſo found 
the like oblique Poſiture of a reſupine In- 


fant, 
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fant, and the Bottom of the Womb placed 


in a propendulous Adomen, but more lean- 
ing to the right ſide; the Infant lay indeed 
on his Back, but a little inverted, ſo that 


the left Shoulder lay next the Orifice of the 


Womb. 


Before I ſearched this Woman with my 


Hand, I asked the Midwife, who had been 


ſome Days with her, how the Infant was 
polited, and what Parts came forward ? 
She anſwered, the Child came forward with 
his Buttocks, and always remained unmoved 
in that Poſition. When J heard this, I pre- 


ſently declared I had good hopes of a ſpeedy 


Delivery; ſaying, If the Infant comes on 
with his Buttocks, there will be no difficulty 
of delivering the Woman : but going to 
work, I was inſtantly ſurprized, per- 
ceiving that the left Shoulder came for- 
ward, and that I could preſently after come 
at the Back, and even the right Shoulder ; 


fo that the Infant lay reſupine with his left 


Shoulder more declining, and his right 
Shoulder more elevated, when {liding in my 
right Hand along the Back directly up- 


wards, I came to the Neck. I put my 
Hand yet ſtill higher, 'till I came to the 
Head, which being a little inverted lay with 


the Face towards the right fide, and the 
Chin very much preſſed upon the Heart. 
I tried farther, whether in the left part of 


the Womb, that is, whether in the Womb to- 
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wards the left ſide of the Abdomen, there 
remained any Space, but I found that J 
could not, without a great deal of pains, put 
my Hand in between the Shoulder, Neck and 
Head of the Infant, and the Womb, which 
Was very muchappreſſed by theſe parts of the 
Infant: ſo that on this ſide there remained no 
greater Space, and I could attempt nothing 
. change the perverſe Situation of the In. 
ant. 

Wherefore, leaving this place, I thought it 
neceſſary accurately to examine into the per- 
verſe Situation of the Womb; and to that 


end 1 put in my left Hand, which I thruſt 


tranſyerſly beneath the Back of the Infant, 
and after that upwards, where bending to- 
wards me my Hand and Fingers, I could 
ſufficiently feel the Head and Breaſt ; bur I 
could effect nothing to the purpoſe, becauſe 
J could not find there any the leaſt Space: for 
the Head with the Chin was firmly preſt 
down to the Heart, and the Womb with 
both theſe was on every ſide ſtraitned with 
ſo ſtrict a Compreſſion, that I could not but 
with the greateſt ſtraining, and that too not 
without pain, lift up one Finger ; or when 
_ erected, contract or bend it back again. 
However, I made uſe of all my Strength to 
go higher with my Hand, but in vain, be- 
cauſe my Hand ſtruck againſt the ſide part 
of the Womb: I ſay, I touched the fide part 
of the Womb; which, inſtead of lying in 
E {1 the 
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the left ſide of the Abdomen, looked direct. 
ly upward ; for which Reaſon I firml 
concluded, that the Bottom of the Wom 
muſt neceſſarily be poſited on the right ſide 
of the Abdomen. Fo . 
That I might be ſatisfied herein, I ran 
my left Hand over the Abdomen on the out- 
ſide, and at the ſame time with my right 
Hand in the Womb, I reached as far as 1 
could towards the right ſide of the Ad- 
men, and by this means I was thoroughly 
aſcertained of this rare and very oblique Po- 
ſiture of the Womb, the Bottom of which en- 
tirely fell down into a prominent Abdomen; 
to wit, into the left ſide of the Abdomen, in 
which left ſide of the ſaid prominent AAo. 
men, the Infant, with all the lower parts of 
his Body, that is, with his Legs and But- 
tocks, had fallen down and remained com- 
Impoſſibilities in the World. 2 
The firſt Impoſſibility was, that in this 
rare and perverſe Poſiture of the Womb 
and Infant, no Pains, how ſtrong ſoever 


| -preſſed ; whence enſued two of the greateſt 


they might be, or had already been, could 


avail any thing, to expreſs the Infant through 
the Orifice of the Womb, becauſe they 
would only more powerfully depreſs the In. 
fant into the propendulous Abdomen; expreſs 


ſing nothing but the Humours, which ne- 


ceſſarily ſhould here remain, and fo would 
do much more hurt than good. = 
| D2 The 


26 Mi DWIFERTYT Improved. 


Ihe other Impoſlibility, which neceſſarily 
followed from thence, was, that, by long 
continued Pains, and the ſtrong Depreſſion 
of the Bottom of the Womb, and rhe De- 
fluxion of every requiſite Humour, it would 
be abſolutely impoiſible, to put the Hand or 
Arm ſo deep into the Bottom of the Womb, 
that the lower parts of the Infant, that is, 
the Buttocks, Legs or Feet, may be come 
at; which unleſs this be done, in ſuch a Caſe 
the Infant cannot be inverted, and conſe- 
quently cannot either come forward, or be 
drawn out : which in the beginning of the 
Pains might yet have been done, as long as 
the Waters kept the Womb dilated and ex- 
panded, and while the Bottom of the Womb, 
rogether with the lower parts of the Infant, 
were not fallen ſo low into the fide part of 
the Abdomen, nor were ſo much compreſſed, 
and conſequently, when there was a greater 
ſpace, that you might come thereto,and apply 
the neceſſary Succours of the Hand. 
How much did J heartily deſire to fave this 
unhappy Woman ! And becauſe the Infant 
was not only dead, but very much corrupt- 
ed, of whom IT was obliged to take no man- 
ner of Care, and perceiving the Arms of the 
Infant to ſtop up the way, I wrung them 
round, and broke them; but tho? by this 
means I gained a little more room, yet,was 
it not ſufficient to let me come at the lower 
parts of theInfant. There remained nothing 
it then 
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they, who know not that a Womb can ſuf- 
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opened, to demonſtrate to Mr. V. Fincb, (a 
Doctor of Phyſic, who read Lectures in 


of the Womb and Infant, that it might be 


doubt ſuch like perverſe Situations of the 
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then to be done, but to try if the Head could 
be brought down by the Method afore- men- 
tioned; but a ſtrong Convulſion ariſing, ſo 
firmly ſtraitned the Mouth of the Womb, 
and ſo much contracted all the Parts, that TI 
was obliged to deſiſt from the Operation. 
She continued thus agonizing, till about 
Noon the next Day, when ſhe expired. 

I earneſtly deſired, by having this Body 


that Faculty, and was then preſent at the 
Operation) this rare and perverſe Poſiture 


uſeful to others; but, as much as I intreated 
the Husband to grant me this Favour, yet 
he would by no means conſent thereto. 
Theſe two Caſes were the moſt difficult 
that ever occurred to me in my Pract ĩce, tho 1 
have exerciſed the Art of Midwifery now 
for above forty Years. 
I know not, whether after fuch evident 
Demonftrations, any, but the moſt obſtinate, 


will yet defend the old Opinion, or call in 


Womb, and difficult Births thence enſuing, 
which I have therefrom deducedthrough my 
whole Book: Who does not allo ſee, that 


fer ſuch a manifold Variation in reſpect of 
place, will never be able to conceive ſuch 
difficult Births ? neither therefore will they 

1 know 
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know well how to deſcribe them, and have 


made uſe, in delivering Women, of a very 

uncertain and random Merhod, . 
Before I quit this Subject of Infants lying 

reſupine, I have thought neceſſary to add yet 


ſomething of an Infant, which lying reſupine, 


touches with the Crown of his Head the 
Oha Pubis ; nay, and very often falls down 
upon thoſe Bones, And what may be faid 
hereupon, relates chiefly to Midwives, Who 


by their Ignorance often kill Children, and 
as very often alſo the Mother with the Fe- 
rug; Wherefore I deſire they would atten- 

tively conſider and execute what follows. 


When the Bottom of the Womb plain 
enough lies towards the Back of. the Woman, 
and eſpecially in thoſe, whoſe Loins are ve- 
ry hollow; then the Head of the Infant re- 
ſupine, very eaſily falls down upon the Ofz 


Putis, unleſs the Midwife hinders it in due 
time, by turning the Head and the oppolite 


part, and as ſoon as may be, by putting it 


on the Orifice of the Womb, which ſhe 


ought to do while the Membranes are yet 
entire, or immediately after their Rupture. 
While the Membranes are entire, ſhe may 
really (if ſhe be well skilled, and minds di- 
ligently her Buſineſs) perceive, whether the 
Crown, or whether the hinder part of the 


Head lies upon the Orifice of the Womb ; 
for the Crown hath a round and ſomewhat 
acuminated Figure; but the hinder part is 


more 


% 
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more oblong and plain; the Crown hath an 
open place giving way to the Touch, but the 
other is hard and boney. When ſhe per- 
ceives, not the Crown, but the hinder part 
to lie upon the Orifice of the Womb, ſhe 
ought not to ſir down quietly, and prolong 
the time, but be vigilant, and go to work, 
immediately, that is, ſhe muſt labour both 
outwardly and inwardly ; outwardly, ſhe 
ought with one Hand upon the Qa Pubs, 
at every Pain, to retain the Head of the In- 
fant, and preſs it downwards; and inwardly, 
{he muſt, when the Pains ceaſe, remove the 
Head from the Offa Pubis, and ſo make 
way for the Crown: and in ſo doing ſhe 
muſt perſiſt, *till the Crown hangs directly 
over the Orifice of the Womb. And hither- 
to ſhe ought not to perſuade the Woman 
ſtrongly to urge her Pains ; for the ſtronger 
ſhe depreſſes the Head, the ſooner at falls 
down over the Ofa Pubis ; which, when 
once it is fallen down thither, then is it 
out of her power to put the Crown on the 
Orifice of the Womb : and when ſhe cannor 
do this, the Mother and Infant's Buſineſs is 
done ; for the Woman cannot be delivered 
after this manner, the Membranes indeed 
will be broken, and the Waters flow out, but 
the Head remains there tranſverſly fixed on 
the Pelvis. oe Sr 4 
If the firſt Occaſion be neglected, that is, 
if the Crown of the Head, the Membranes 
_ a being 
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being not yet broken, is fallen down upon the 
Ou Pubis ; upon the breaking of the Mem- 
branes, ſhe ought immediately to endeavour, 
with unwearied Application, to retroduce the 
Head, and place the Crown on the Orifice of 
the Womb, which neceſſarily mult be done, o- 


therwiſe the Mother periſhes with the Fætus; 


or the skilful Hand of an expert Maſter in the 
Art muſt thence draw forth the Infant either 
dead or alive: I ſay dead or alive, and the 
fooner the better; for it is better, if it can- 
not be otherwiſe, that the Child ſhouid die, 
and the Mother be ſaved, than that the 
Mother ſhould with the Ferus certainly pe- 
riſh, who, unleſs ſhe receive timely Succour, 
ſhe unavoidably mult. 5 

I cannot ſufficiently wonder at the groſs 
Ignorance of moſt Midwives, who quietly 
for many Days attend ſuch a Woman. 
If the Husband, Relations, or Phyſician, 


asks after what manner the Child comes on? 


what Part offers itſelf? They anſwer, Very 
well, that the Head lies over the Orifice of 
the Womb ; but it ſtops there, Pains are 
wanting, or they advance nothing ; we muſt 


wait with patience, *cill it ſhall pleaſe God to 


put an end to the Work, 
But when will the Pains urge more ſtrong- 


ly! O inexcuſable Ignorance ! O ſtupid Im- 


prudence ! in ſuch a Situation, which we 
may ſearch out by the Hand and Fingers, 
pad which we may know in a quarter of an 


wt 


2 
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Hour or leſs, which notwithſtanding an igno- 
rant Midwite, and one grown old in Error, is 
wholly ignorant of all her Life, She deſires 
Remedies to urge and incite Pains, that fo 
the Infant may be expreſſed, not conſidering; 
whether ſuch Pains do either hurt or avail 
the Birth ; for what good can they do, as 
long as the Head of the Infant remains thus 


fixed ? Thus they more and more preſs ir 


down, a nd neither ſhe, nor the Phyſician 
perceives, that they both join theirForces to- 
gether to deſtroy the Woman, while they en- 
deayour to deliver her by this perverſe Me- 
thod ; whereas they ſhould call to their Aſ- 
ſiſtance the Aid of a more prudent Perſon, 
who with his skilful Hand might expedi- 


tiouſly do this Office. The Relations and 


Neighbours place their Confidence in the 
Phyſician and Midwife ; the Phyſician, he 
preſcribes by what the Midwite tells him; 
but the Mid wife is either ignorant, or 
proud : Ignorant, while ſhe knows not whe- 
ther the Child thus poſited can come forth, 
or not; and proud in this, that ſhe covers 
her Tgnorance : And ſo the Mother periſhes 
with the Fætus, either thro? the want of 
Skill, or the Pride of the Midwife, 
The Relations, indeed, bewail their Loſs ; 

but who thinks that both Mother and Child 
periſhed through Negligence? who enquires 
into the true Cauſe of this Murder ? who 

ſtudies 
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ftudies to prevent it? who endeayours to 


reſiſt an Evil ſo mortal? 
Thus things ſucceſſively run on for many 
Vears, without any one's Care or Notice; nor 


does it ſeem a Crime to ſuffer ſo many Men 


to periſh who might have been ſaved, be- 


. cauſe the Cuſtom of doing and ſeeing ſuch 
things has now a long while prevailed, and 


not the leaſt Scruple ariſes, whether it could 
have been otherwiſe ? b 

That the common Herd ſhould remain in 
this Blindneſs and Ignorance, may be excu- 


ſed; but that, Men of Learning, viz. 


Doctors, Magiſtrates, Oc. ſhould take no 
manner of Care herein, exceeds all Compre- 


henfion. This Book has now appeared ever 
fince the Year 1701 in which I have ſo 
manifeſtly demonſtrated the Errors of Anti- 
quity, as well as the Unskilfulneſs of all 


Midwives, to whom the Deſtruction of fo 
many Matrons may be imputed. But who 
believes this? who has dived into the Truth 
of this Aﬀair ? The Matter has hitherto re- 


 main'd in its old Condition. 
This Calamity affects the Rich, as well as 


the Poor; for they who are unskilled in re- 
lation to the one, are ſo in reſpect of the 
other ; and indeed the Rich are equally neg- 
lected. How comes it then to paſs that 
People's Eyes are not opened, at leaſt that 


things are not examined into? Have I not 
clearly enough deſcribed this Subject, that it 


* 1,6 Lhe Firſt Part of this Work. 


may 
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may be underſtood by every body? I offer 
my ſelf, for the common Good, to all Magi- 
ſtrates and Men in Power, who defire to 
examine hercinto, for the love they bear 
the Public. I offer my ſelf, I fay, in the 
Preſence of our Auguſt Magiſtracy, before as 
many Doctors of Phyſic as they ſhall ap- 
point ; where I ſhall make ſuch evident and 
manifeſt Demonſtrations of what I advance, 
and that too ſo clear, that their Excellencies 
may eaſily be convinced of it. : 
Grant then, O ye moſt illuſtrious Gover- 


nours of our Country and Cities, that I may, 


with that Reverence which is due to you, 
implore of you, why you command dead 
Bodies to be Inſpected, when there ariſes a 


Juſt Suſpicion that they periſhed by a violent 


Death ? It will very likely be anſwered, 
that this is done with Intent that the Guilty 
might be puniſhed. T confeſs this Inſtitution 


is praiſe-worthy ; but if every Year, in all 


populous Cities, a great many more Women 
periſh through the Negligence and Ignorance 
of Midwives, than are murdered by the 
Hands of Villains, ought not an Examination 


and Inſpection hereof to paſs into a Law? 


Firſt, that it may be known, whether the 


Midwife has not killed the Infant : Secondly, | 


whether the Mother, together with the Fæ- 
rug, did periſh through the Mid wife's Care- 
lefſneſs > that ſuch a Deſtruction of theInfant, 


or Negligence, might be puniſhed ; at leaſt | 
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by forbidding ſuch Midwives: to exerciſe 


their Office for a time, or for ever, whilſt 
others, more skilful, might in the mean time 
ſupply their places. „ | 
If any one ask, Whether it be always 
poſſible that we might know, by the Inſpec- 
tion of the Body of a dead Woman, whether 
ſuch Woman, together with her Child, died 
by the Careleſſneſs of the Midwife ? I an- 
{wer, Moſt certainly; it is always poſſible 
for ſuch Perſons, who clearly underſtand the 
Art of delivering Women, and as ealily to 
judge herein, as to diſcern, whether any 
given Wound be mortal, or not : «And Tam 
certain,that we ſhould find, were ſuch an Exa- 
mination enacted by Law, that if not all, 
at leaſt moſt Women, who die in Child bed 
with the Fetus within them, periſh by the 
rude Hand or Careleſſneſs of the Midwife. 
Is it not therefore a ſad thing; nay, what is 
much to be lamented, not vigilantly to look 
into the wicked Slaughter of ſo many In- 
fants, and that ſuch faithful Admonitions 


Thould be contemned? 


Perhaps ſome Phyſicians will ſay, That it 
is impoſſible, by this Inſpection, here to 
judge, whether the Infant be killed by the 
Midwife, or the Woman, through the bla- 
med Ignorance of the Mid wife, died with- | 


out bringing forth the Fætus; not thinkin 


themſelves fit ſtrictly to judge of this Aﬀair : 
and perhaps they will duluade the Magi- 
ſtrate, 
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ſtrate, whom they ought to urge thereto, 
from this Inſpection. But I affirm the con- 
trary, and am ready to prove by Facts, and 
ſo evidently demonſtrate it, that any Magi- 
ftrate, nay a Carpenter, may eaſily under- 
ſtand it. . 
There are alſo ſome Phyſicians, who give 
no Credit to theſe perverſe and untoward 
Poſit ures of the Womb in ſome Women; but 
if we would examine into this Affair, by In- 
ſpecting dead Bodies, they would believe it; 
for they might ſee it with their own Eyes, 


and handle it with their own Hands; and 


let thoſe, who deſire to be convinced, be pre- 
ſent while I deliver a Woman, and I will 
make them ſo ſenſible of this perverſe Poſi- 


ture, by putting their Hand exteriorly on 


the Body, that they ſhall remain no longer 
incredulous, and be ſatisfied that I have 
written the Truth: And if I as certainly 
know this, as that I know it is Day, when 
I ſee the Sun ſhine, ſuch Phyſicians of conſe- 
quence are ignorant of this thing, of which 
they ought to have a perfect Knowledge; 
and if the Midwives are ignorant of it, they 
are at the ſame time ignorant of their 
Duty. 
What therefore are ye doing, ye Doctors, 
when from the Accounts of ſuch unskilful 
Midwives you preſcribe your Medicaments ? 
Again I ask, what do ye mean, by confi- 
ding in the Sayings of ſuch ſtupid Women ? 
1 You 
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You drive the Veſſel on the Sands, and de- 
ſtroy the Mother with the Child; where- 
as, did ye but underſtand the true State of 
things, the religious Care only of your Souls 
would make ye abhor ſuch Practices. By 
what J here ſay, I would not put a Mark on 
any one; but I ſpeak out of that Love and 
Fidelity which I owe to all Men, and the 
Commonwealth, as I hope others will ſpeak 
to me, in order to inſtruct me better; for I 
do not think my ſelf more than human: 
T carry the Man about me, nor does 
my Age hinder me from learning better ; 
and I think theſe faithful Admonitions ought 
to be received, for I condemn no one with- 
out juſt Cauſe. 

If the Actions of Midwives were ſuſpect- 
ed, and examined into, how great and how 
many Errors would be detected ; and how 
ſhould we be aſtoniſhed to ſee ſuch horrible 
Tortures of Mothers and Infants! This Wo- 
man, having taken hold of the Arms of a 
living Infant, draws them out with ſuch Vio- 
lence, that you may eaſily put your Thumb 
in between the Arm and Shoulder; and thus 
a Gangrene enſues, which, after having de- 
voured the Child, deſtroys the Mother. Ano- 
ther, bores through the Infant's Skull, and 
takes out his Brains, that ſo ſhe might draw 
him forth; which done, without asking leave 
of the- Woman or Husband, leaves her wel- 
tring in Blood, and the Infant rotting in her 

py Womb, 
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Womb. Hence ariſes an intolerable Stench, 
which inflames the Womb, and kills the 
Mother: And why need we wonder that 
theſe things are thus tranſacted? Every 
thing may be done, no one demands an Ac- 


count, no body examines into the Fact, eve- 
ry thing is done privately, and remains un- 


diſcovered and unl ooked into. For the 
Watchmen are aſleep, and the Phyſician 
thinks he has done enough in preſcribing; nor 


does the Magiſtrate enquire fart her hereinto, 


the dead Woman is delivered over to be for- 
gotten, and this is enough. But, O ſorrow- 
ful Husband, and much to be lamented Chil- 


dren ! of whom the one loſes a Wife, the 


others a Mother. Thus one for ſo many Years 
together ſucceſſively follows another ; thus 
expoſed is the Lite of the deareſt Pledges, 
never to be redeemed by any Price or Ran- 
ſom. „ | 
Ought we therefore to excuſe ſuch Crimes, 
becauſe they are done in Secret? So wicked- 
ly to puniſh and deſtroy Infants alive, and 


thus with her Infant deſtroy the Mother, are 


not theſe things horrid and abominable ! 


Do they not require to be looked into? Do 


not theſe Crimes deſerve to be puniſhed ! 
Not long ſince, in a Village called i 


deen, J delivered, in leſs than half an Hour, 


a Country Woman of a dead Infant, which, 
as the Woman herſelf, and the Standers by, 


teſtified was alive the Day before; and + 
Which, 


N 25 e 
* 2 > F y bs 
| . 
"RD of? : , * * 
SS 4 fo . A "x 
_=- Os ** * 1 
5 0 D 
. 4 LY 0 2 9 
1 / E * 
. = oe ors, re es El 3 N 
n * - * 
| n 


” - , n dx . AY heh e 
e . 1 3 3 n — fe 
— — x: — — — n — @ prone” X ger nee egy ter wg TA BR 
—_— 2 8 WF. * ' 
_ yu . — 5 — 275 * © PP 


48 Mipwirtry Improved. 
which, as I was drawing him our with my 
Hands, without any Inſtrument, ſent out a 
moſt horrid Stench of a dead Body. The 
true Reaſon of this, was, that a certain Mid- 
wife, as it was told me, having put a Nooſe 
round the Child's Arm, bid two ſtrong Wo- 
men pull it forward, *till the Arm, torn from 
the Body, hung only by a little Skin, and 
ſo left the Woman, as one that could by no 
means be delivered. What dreadful Mi- 
ſtakes were farther committed in this Tor. 
ture, I cannot certainly ſay, relating only 
here what was told me : But this I know, 
that, when J ſearched the lying-in Woman 
with my Hand, I found the rwoArms hang- 
ing down out of the Womb, and that one of 
the Child's Arms hung only by a thin kin 
about ſix Inches diſtant from the Shoulder, by 
which means all the Blood-V effels and Nerves 
being torn and broken aſunder, it was impoſ- 
ſible but all theInfant's Body muſt have been 
aſſected with a Gangrene, as I found it was; 
for the Child being inverted, and not 
forcibly drawn out by the Feet, was from the 
Head to the Foot all over moſt horridly gan- 
grened; nay, the Gangrene had even penetra- 
ted ſo far, that not only the Navel- String, but 
the whole After-birth was already waſted 
away with a Gangrene, or rather with a 
Sphacelus, or perfect Rottenneſs, which 
then was of a cadaverous and leaden Colour: 
Whence I concluded, that the Womb alſo 
Was 


an Intention to accuſe any one. 
it might do ſome good, if thoſe, whoſe 
Rank and Office ſo require, would be vigi- 
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was gangrened, and the Woman 1n great 


danger of death, which was but too true, 


for ſome Days after {he died. 
And if ſuch Crimes as theſe, how much 


| ſoever they ſhould be puniſhed, are ſuffered 


to go on with Impunity, you will permit 
me, I hope, at leaſt, faithfully to detect and 
demonſtrate them to the World, not with 


Perhaps 


lant herein, and in this Caſe, with united 
Induſtry, ſtudy the Common Good, and give 
ear to theſe Obſervations and Advice. If 
this be done, I ſhall render Thanks to God; 
if not, T am innocent before him, for I have 
not held my peace, but have detected thoſe 
Dangers, and clearly demonſtrated them, 
and have eaſed my Mind of that Burden. 
the reſt I commend to God, who ſearches the 
Hearts of Men, and to whom every one 
muſt give an account of what he has done 
and of what he has neglected, 

Perhaps you will delire to know, how, 
by the Inſpection of a dead Body, it may 


be ſeen, Whether the Woman, who died 


with the Fætus within her, died of a natural 
Death, or periſhed by the Careleſſneſs of the 
Midwife ? That therefore it may evidently 
appear, becauſe I am perhaps the firſt who 
have diſcourſed after this manner, that what 


I have ſaid, rho? ar the firſt Glance it will 
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ſeem a very Paradox, was not without good 
Foundation, I {hall willingly ſatisfy this De- 
ſire : But before I come to do ſo, I ſhall firſt 
entirely finiſh, what yet remains to be ſaid 
in relation to difficult Births ; then I ſhall 


come to the Midwives Touchſtone and 
Shield of Defence ; and there, together with 


what has been the Practice and Office of the 
molt famous Phyſicians, I ſhall mention my 


own. At laſt, I ſhall ſay ſomewhat of - 
ſpection, and demonſtrate, how it may 


be known, whether a Woman, dying with 
the Fetus in her Womb, died a natural 
Death, or not. 


A WONDERFUL CASE. 


In my firſt part * T ſhewed, what Evils 
are to be dreaded, when the Pelois of a 
Woman is too wide, and what the Midwife 
ſhould do, to be forewarned of, and prevent 
in ſuch a Caſe the immanent Evils, and per- 
haps fatal Events that may thence ariſe : 
I have nothing more to add to what has 
been ſaid in that Chapter, on this Subject; 
but only to confirm what has been ſaid, I 
{hall here relate a very ſingular Caſe, the 
like ro which I never before or ſince met 
with. 

J was ſent for ſome time ago to a cer- 
tain Place a little out of the Hague, in the 


— — 
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Street 
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Street which leads to the Windmill, called, 
The Fools-ſtreet, to a Woman in Labour, 
where indeed I ſaw a very melancholy Spec- 
tacle ; the Child's Head at the Shoulders 
hung out of the Mother's Womb, even with- 
out the Pudenda; and yet the naked Crown 
only appeared, three fourth parts of the Head 
remaining {till within the Womb: ſo that 
the Womb, together with the Infant's Head 

at the Shoulders, hung even without the 7. 
denda. The Midwife, not without Cauſe, 


| was in very great trouble of mind, and 


could by no means diſengage herſelf from 
this difficulty. I delivered the Woman, and 
J confeſs, I found much more difficulty in it 
than I at firſt had imagined ; becauſe I did 
not dare to pull forward the Infant, for fear 
I ſhould draw out the whole Womb along 
with it. = | 

By this Example, Midwives may ſee, how 
neceſſary it is for them to obſerve the In- 
ſtructions I give in the firſt Part, * left by 
this means {ſhe ruſh on, thoughtleſs and un. 
provided, to the Ruin of Child and Mother, 
when they do not ſtay, and keep back the 
Orifice of the Womb, as I have taught them 
in the aforeſaid Chapter. 
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Seeed 
CHAP. IV. 


Of a Difficult Birth occaſioned by De- 
fect of Pains, or by Fault of ſuch 
as are ſpurious. 


TAVING thoroughly treated of dif- 

H ficult Births, to crown the whole, I 
hall fay ſomething of ſpurious Pains, which 
are by others called wandering, fugitive, or 

flitting Pains. „„ 

Every one knows, that Pains are neceſſary 
to a Birth; for theſe natural Pains, called by 
ſome Spaſms, mult force our the Infant : By 
natural Pains, or due Labours, we under- 
ſtand, ſuch ſpontaucous Motions, by which 
the Muſcles of the Abdomen, and the Vil 
ceraAbdominalia, by coutractiug themfeloes, 
urge and depreſs the Womb with ſuch a 
firong Preſſure, as if the whole Womb was 
going to be capreſſed out of the Body. And 
by the Help of theſe Pains or Labours the 
Orifice of the Womb 1s dilated by the Wa- 
ters, the Fxtus is impelled, and thruſt out 
of its Prifon ; and conſequently by this 
means the Woman is happily delivered, it 
nothing interferes that may hinder or retard 
tie Birth, 


But 
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But when it happens, that theſe natural 
Pains are entirely wanting (which Pains are 
moſt like thoſe, which every one who is co- 


tive, experiences in going to Stool, but with 


this difference, that theſe urge and ſtrain the 
Tnteſtinum Rectum but thoſe the Womb) 
or are either not ſufficiently ſtrong, or per- 
verſe and untoward) the Birth is hindered 
and retarded by them. . 

As is a vain Endeavour to go to Stool, 
or Teneſms ; fo alſo ſparious are the 
Pains of theſe Women, which are called 


Hagi, or Tergiverſantes Labores, wandrin 


or fugitive Pains. Women having theſe 
Pains, are ſeen at certain periods to labour 
under ſtrong Preſſions; but before that Te- 
7eſmmus, or due Depreſſion begins, theſe Mo- 
tions ceaſe, and are changed into a ſpaſmodi- 
cal Pain, which when the Woman is 
ſeized with, ihe cannot labour: The Reme- 
dy to change theſe ſpurious Pains into the 
genuine or natural ones, I have elſewhere 
deſcribed. * 5 

I ſhall add to this, that in theſe ſpurious 
Pains, no urging or provoking Medicines 
muſt be given, for they only increaſe the 
Anguiſh ; but on thecontrary, Auodynes and 
Emollients, and then it will appear, that the 
Pains, by the Inſtigation of Nature, will re- 


double. This Advice ſome Phylicians have 
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laughed at and ridiculed ; but the ſage and 
skilful ones have gratefully received! it. 
So true is it in all things, according to the 
Proverb, That one praiſes what another 

condemms ; and IT acquieice in what I have 
ſaid, which has been confirmed by the Ex- 
perience of above thirty Years, 

But it ſometimes happens, that thoſe Pais 
which in the beginning promiſed to be ſuf 
-ficiently efficacious, have diminiſhed very 
much, or even entirely ceaſed; and this for 
the moſt part happens, if not always, thro? 
want of Help. It often happens, becauſe 
the Infant ſticks faſt and immoveable by the 
Head, Shoulders, or other Parts; nor 1s it 


therefore puſhed forward, by which means 


Nature, as rho' quite wearied out, droops 
and languiſhes as we have elſewhere 


mentioned, and therefore we {hall not ſay 


any more of it here, 
But if, as it may bappen, that zhe Pains 
foould diminiſh and quite ceaſe, provided 


the Infant be well turned in a right-placed 


Womb, I adviſe inſuch Caſe to let the Wo- 
man alone, till the Pains return of their 
own accord; but if the Infant comes too 

much on to remain ſo, it may be tried, 
whether, by injecting a Clyſter, as I have 
elſewhere taken notice of, the Pains can 
be incited. If this avails nothing, we muſt 
ſeek for the Aid of a skilful Phylician ; but 


the ad the ought firſt carefully to conſider, 


whether 
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whether nothing may or ought to be done 


by help of the hand to aid the Birth, and 
bring forward the Child; for moſt com- 


monly a skilful Mid wife, or a dexterous 
Maſter in the Art, do more by exerciſing 
their Hands to promote the Birth, than even 
a knowing Phyſician can perform with his 


moſt efficacious Medicaments. | 


J full well know, that a Birth may be 
rendred very eaſy by efficacious Remedies ; 
but T have found by 


ven to Women in this Condition, are ex- 
tremely hurtful and pernicious: Nay, I am 
of this Sentiment, and am firmly perſuaded, 


long Obſervation, that 
thoſe which are vehemently ſtimulating, gi- 


— 


that many Women might have been ſaved, 


if the Hand had been prudently exerciſed, 


without taking any Medicines provoking 
Pains, who by the uſe, or rather abuſe of 


ſuch Remedies, together with their being 


ſo much otherwiſe debilitated, have actually 
periſhed. „ Os; 
I thank God, that T am not guilty of this 
Abuſe of giving many things inwardly, ha- 
ving experienced, that almoſt all Women, 
may ſoon and ſafely be delivered by the help 
of an able Hand, provided they have ſuffi- 


cient Strength to endure, for a little ſpace, 


thoſe Uneaſineſſes which neceſſarily muſt be 
made uſe of in order for their delivery, I 


| boldly challenge all the Women, which J 
have delivered for the ſpace of 28 or 30 
Years, 


E 4 
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Vears, reckoning the reſt of the time 'T 
practiſed, amongſt the Years of my Igno- 
rance, when I travelled the beaten Road: 
and I candidly declare, that I do not know, 
that 1n all this time, I attended more than 
two or three Women, with whom I laboured 
In vain ; all the reſt [ happily delivered in a 
very ſmall time, and thar too without any 
Medicines to urge or incite the Pains, and 
for the moſt part without applying any In- 
ſtruments, never making uſe of any but 
when Infants in Wombs, obliquely poſited 
with their Head, are molt ſtrongly a 
ſed to the Oſſa Pubis, and the Mothers, by 
a too long continued Labour, have been 
quite broken and debilitated; for which rea- 
{on I have been forced to put a period to 
their Torments, and quickly deliver them: 
tc do which, I have indeed fometimes, but 
very ſeldom, broken one or both Arms by 
wringing them round, which yet for the 
ſpace of thirty Years, to the beſt of my 
Remembrance, I did only twice or thrice ; 
and becauſe, I I have learned by the Event, 
how little it helped me, I do not think I 
ſhall ever do the fame again: And therefore 
I adviſe all Midwives, that they would omit 
this Practice, tho indeed it can do no hurt 
or injury to a dead Child, nor give the Mo- 
ther any Pain, yet the Standers-by look on it 


as a thing full of Horror, and proclaim it as 
an Action moſt cruel. 


Nor 
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Nor do I know, that I ever tore or did 
hurt to a Woman any other way, ſo as there 


might remain any Inconveniency from thence 


ariſing, except one Woman only, of whom 
I ſhall hereafter make mention: And TI re- 
member that I only once or twice perceived 
that the Pudenda being too hard and leſs 
tractable, were torn by the Head of the In- 
fant as it paſſed through. Nay, I do not 
know, that any of theſe Women ever la- 
boured with an involuntary dropping of 
Urine, or falling down of the Womb, or any 
other remarkable Inconveniency; for which 
I give repeated Thanks to Almighty God. 

J therefore adviſe all Midwives, as much 
as they can, with a"skilful Hand to prevent, 
or remove every thing which may retard the 
Birth, that ſo they may promote a ſudden 


Delivery ; and they will find, that they 


alſo will have juſt Cauſe to give God Thanks, 
and that they will be able, with leſs trouble 


of Mind, to give a more efficacious Aſſiſtance 


to their Women; nor bring things into ſuch 
Straits, as they uſed before to do, while 
they placed too much Truſt and Confidence 
in Medicines inciting Pains, and gave not 
to their Women by a ſufficiently skilful Ar- 
tifice, that Aid and Succour which was their 
due: which earneſtly wiſhing to all, who 
deſire this from God, I ſhall put an end to 
diſcourſing of difficult Births, and come to 
to the Midwives Touchſtone and _— of 
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Defence; and, after having thoroughly 


treated thereof, proceed to IJuſpection. 
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CHAP. V. 


| T he Midwives Touchſtone and Shield 


of Defence. 


HE Touchſtone is made uſe of to di- 
{tinguiſh Gold and Silver from other 
Metals: as alſo that it may appear whether 
Gold and Silver be pure, or mixed with 
other Metals. In like manner the following 
Queſtions and Anſwers will ſerve us, to di- 
ſtinguiſh, whether a Midwife is knowing 
and obſervant. of her Art and Office, ſo that 
the Husband and Relations of the Woman, 
or the Phyſician whom they make uſe of in 
this Caſe, may fafely confide in what the 
Mid wife does, whom they have ſent for to 


_ aſſiſt her. | 


Now, as this Touchſtone, by the Que- 
ſtions and Anſwers given, may ſerve as a 
Security to the Phyſician, and the Friends of 
the Woman in Travail ; fo alſo an Anſwer 
ſupported by Truth, and a faithful Narra- 
tion of the Midwife, may ſupply the place 
of a Shield, by which ſhe may defend me 

5 8 5 elf, 
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ſelf, and repel all perverſe and malignant 4 
Accuſations whereby unskilful and male. 
volent Perſons endeavour to caſt the 
blame of a difficult Birth on the Midwife, 
wg ſhe be in no manner the Occaſion 
Or it. „ee 
Equity requires, that we ſhould equita- 
bly deal with every body; and there is no 
Man acts with ſo much Prudence and Fide- 
lity, but that he may be expoſed to the Con- 
tumelies of malevolent Perſons : and there- 
fore it is but juſt and equitable, that, as 
much as we can, we ſhould lay a firm Foun- 
dation for Truth, by which Well-doers may 
be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe that do other- 
wiſe ; that, Judgment may be paſt, not from 
the Motives of Love or Hatred, but from 
the Nature of the thing it ſelf. 
No Man of {ound Mind will deny, but that 
Sncerity and Ingenuity, whereby any one is 
ready to give an Account of his Actions, are 
Signs of Candour : for let us ſuppoſe, that a 
Midwife is not endued with that neceſſary 
Knowledge and Dexterity, which are requi- 
ſite to deliver a Woman; yet, if ſhe be can- 
did, ſhe will voluntarily give an Account 
what {he has done, when thereunto required. 
If therefore ſuch a one wants Skill, yet ſhe 


ſhews by her Ingenuity, that ſhe has a good 3 


Will not to continue ſo, and is ready to learn 
better, that ſhe may do better for the fu- 
15 ture, 
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ture, or yield up the Task, if it exceeds her 

Induſtry, to one more skilful. 
But when a Phyſician, or the Woman in 
labeur herſelf, or any Relation, deſires of 
the Mid wife to know the Condition of the 
Woman ; to wit, how the Waters are form- 
ed, what Situation the Womb is in, whe- 
ther the Infant lies directly, perverſly, to- 
wards the Orifice, what Member firſt of- 
fers, Oc. and the Midwife refuſes to an- 
ſwer, or endeavours to itop your Enquiry 
with an equivocal Anſwer, ſhe wants Can- 
dor, and endeavours to cover her Tgnorance : 
But let no Motive ſway you, to truſt either 
in her Words or Dexterity ; for if ſhe be 
ſo well experienced as ſufficiently to diſtin- 
guiſh by the Touch the Parts as they are of- 
tered, if {ſhe is well acquainted with them, 
why does ſhe endeavour to hide the true 
State and Condition of Things? What 
Hurt, what Damage will enſue, if ſhe de- 
Clare things to be as they really are? But, 
latet Anguis in Herba, there lurks a Snake 
in the Graſs; ſhe knows that ſhe does not 
ſufficiently know the State and Condition 
of things, and therefore ſhe is aſhamed of 
being found ignorant, and dares not ſay, 7 
do nos know. N 
For ſhe, who is deſirous to be eſteemed 
knowing in all things, dares not confeſs ſhe 
knows nothing of them; and very well 
knows, that if ſhe ſays, the Infant comes on 
with 


* 
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with the Head, ſhe ſhall be confounded with 
Shame, if afterwards it be found that it was 
not the Head, but the Shoulders, or the El- 
bow, or the Knee of the Child. She knows, 
that if ſhe ſays, the Child comes on with 
the Buttocks, and afterwards it appears, that 
ſhe could not diſtinguiſh the Shoulder from 
the Buttocks, ſhe ſhall bluſh with Confuſion ; 
and, to avoid this, ſhe ſays nothing or gives 
an equivocal Anſwer, or ſometimes anſwers 
the Enquirer in a paſſion, and grows angry. 
Now I leave every one to judge, what is to 
be hoped for from the Conduct of ſuch a 
Midwife 2 They who will commit them- 


ſelves to ſuch a Mid wite, may if they pleaſe |} 


for me; but I would not expoſe my Wife, 
were ſhe alive, nor my Daughters: to ſuch 
Danger. 


EXAMINATION I. 


That we may come to the Point, J fay, 
that the firit thing which the Phyſician, 
the Woman herſelf, or her Relations, ought 
to ask the Mid wife, is, How the Waters 
may be, or then are already formed, whether 
oblong and ſlender, or ſhort and broad, or 
ſhort and even ? how they offer themſelves 
to the Touch? If the Midwite ſay, that they 
appear to her oblong and ſlender, and hang 
out like a {mall Gut; if this be true, you 
may be confidently aſſured that it will be a 
difficult 
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difficult Birth : for the Head of the Infant 
does not directly tend to the Orifice of the 
Womb, or the Womb is obliquely poſited. 

For if the Head did duly lie upon the Orifice 
of the Womb, and if the Orifice of the 

Womb directly lay upon the Pelvis, the 
Waters would be ſhort and broad, or ſhort 

and even, but not oblong and ſlender: which 

may eaſily be conceived, for the Head of the 

Infant lying directly on the Orifice and Ca- 

vity of the Pelvis, with the Crown of his 
Head, perfectly ſtops up the Orifice of the 
Womb, as a round Ball would ſtop up the 
Orifice of a Barrel, and that too all round 
about. When therefore the Pains force the 
Womb, then they depreſs the Waters, and 
make them ſhower all round the Head, 
Whereby theſe Waters diſcharge two Offi- 
ces; firſt, by their Preſſion they dilate the 
Mouth of the Womb; ſecondly, they extend 
and attenuate the Membranes of the S2c2:27- 
dines : Whence neceſſarily follow two 
other things; firit, the Head by little and 
little falls down lower; ſecondly, the 

Waters immediately grow bigger and broad- 
er, and always round to the Touch, compoſe 
an orbicular Figure of the Aperture of the 
Womb. This in every Labour always hap- 
pens 'till the Membranes are ſo attenuated, 
that at length not enduring a farther Exten- 
ſion they break, and the encloſed Waters 
flow 


— 
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flow out, and then it is we fay, that he 
Membranes are brenn. 
But if the Waters hang down, or with- 
out the Body, like a ſmall Gut, it is an evi- 
dent Sign, that the Infant comes on after 
quite a different manner, or that the Womb 
is obliquely poſited ; for whilſt the Crown 
of the Infant does not ſtop up the whole 
Circumference of the Orifice of the Womb, 
the Waters preſs the Membranes, and in 
ſome places protrude them downwards on 
one ſide. Thus the Waters, by flow degrees, 
deſcend more and more through this ſtrait 
Aperture, and that too ſo long and flender, 
that they hang out without the Body like a 
Sauſage ; whence neceſlarily follow theſe 
two things. pn 
Firſt, That the Waters deſcending after 
this manner, do not ſufficiently enlarge the 
Orifice of the Womb; Secondly, the Infant 
does not deſcend, but remains in the fame 
Situation. If the Midwite ſays, that the 
Waters are expanded in a ſhort, broad and 
orbicular Figure, and that the Infant directly 
lies with his Crown upon the Orifice of the 
| Womb, and bids you hope for a happy 
Birth, ſhe ſpeaks the Truth; or if ſhe ſhall 
| fay, that the Waters hang down ſmall and 
lender, and warns you of a difficult Birth, 
ſhe has done her Duty ; and if ſhe knows 
there is any Danger, ſhe is obliged to tell 
you ſo; nothing can be better and more ſafe 


both 
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both for the Infant and Mother, than to de- 
liver the Woman immediately after the 
Membranes are broken, whether ſhe has her 

Pains, or not ; for we ought not to trouble 
ourſelves about them in this Caſe, but the 
Infant ought to be drawn out with an artful 
Hand. If ſhe gives you no ſuch Warning, 
ſhe does not diſcharge her Duty, and ex- 
poſes both the Mother and Child to Danger 
either through Ignorance or Shame. 

If the Midwife ſays, there is Danger, and 
propoſes the Neceſſity of a quick Delivery, 
the has disburthened her Mind, and it is in- 
cumbent on you to look to it, whether you 
Will commit this Charge to her Care; but 
on her, whether ſhe dare undertake it: If 

The will, be it ſo ; if not, ſend for another 
more experienced, for there is danger in 
delay. 1 

If you rely upon the Mid wife, you may 
give her one Hour or two at the moſt; if 
ſhe cannot do her Buſineſs in that time, ſhe 
does not underſtand her Duty : for ſuch a 
Delivery does not require {o much time, and 
the Woman is in vain tormented. Send 
then for another, and cauſe the Woman to 
repoſe on her Bed, that {he may not loſe her 
Strength in vain, and refreſh her with Meat 
and Drink, that ſhe may thereby be better 
a ſſiſted by another; and do not do like a 
great many, who wait one, two, three, nay 

tour Days ; theWoman and the Infant in the 

„ mean 
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mean time running the greateſt perils; bug. - 
if you really deſire to ſave the Mother and 


Child, do not neglect ſo much as one Hour. 


They who ſway you otherwiſe, are in an Er- 


ror, whether they do this deliberately, or 


out of Ignorance. 


- : 


But if the Midwife has told the Truth, 


and informed you of the true State of things, 


you have found her skilful in this firſt Exa- 
mination, and ſhe having nothing reaſona- 
bly to fear, may, to defend herſelf, make 

uſe of the Shield of Truth, and” ſpeak out. 
J have mentioned the true State of things, 
told the Danger, and rightly adviſed; if. 
they ſhall neglect it, on them, not on me, 

let the blame be laid. — = 
But when you ask her, if ſhe does not 
inform you of the Danger, but ſhall cajole 
you with vain Hopes ; and if afterwards the 
Woman be too lately delivered, or die with 
the Infant in her Body ; ſhe is guilty of her 
Death, either by her Ignorance or Perfidy, 
and not worthy to diſcharge ſo weighty and 


momentous a Function, or to be numbered 


amongſt prudent and faithful Midwives. 


EXAMINATION 


The next Queſtion that deſervedly ought 
to be put to the Mid wife, is, How and in 
what Place the Orifice of the Momb is ſi- 


zuated ? And conſequently, whether the 1 


F e 


66 Mipwirery [mproved. 
Womb be directly or obliquely poſited ? or 
whether ſhe can reach the Aperture of the 
Womb, or not? whether ſhe can reach up 
to the whole Aperture, or only part of it? 
whether it is placed on one ſide of the Pet 
is, Or lie to, or upon, the Ofſa Pubis? or 
directly hangs over the Cavity of the Pet 
oi? Whether retracted upwards, or hangs 


falling downwards? and how the Waters 
are formed? 


Some, perhaps, will imagine, or tell you, 
that you comprehend too many things in 
this one Queſtion. I anſwer, That this one 
only thing 1s here required, which being 
timely known, is neceſſarily required ; and 


indeed, properly ſpeaking, nothing more is 


here required, than where and how the 
Orifice of the Womb 1s placed, and how the 
Waters are formed? And if the Midwife 
does not know this, what Rule will ſhe have 
to act by > She will then, in ſuch a Caſe, be 
like to a Pilot without a Compaſs, and how 
can the Phyſician or Relations know whe- 
ther the Birth is to be looked upon as diffi- 
cult or eaſy ? = 
Perhaps a Midwife may make anſwer to 
this, and ſay, that it is very eaſy to ask ſuch 
Queſtions, but whar Mid wife can directly 
anſwer them ? Since we may make uſe 
of only one, or two Fingers, to ſearch the 
Woman by the Touch, how therefore is it 
poſſible for us to know the Poſiture of the 
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Womb, and what in its Aperture offers it 
ſelf to us? „ 
I anſwer, One or two Fingers is ſufficient ; 
to know the Situation of the Aperture of 
theWomb ; and how the Waters are formed, 
may be known after this manner, vi. when 
the Infant lies with the Crown of his Head 
towards the Orifice, and falls down upon the 
Pelvis ; but it, on the other hand, the 
Mouth of the Womb ſticks above the Pel- 
vis fideways, or lies lower down upon the 
Os Sacrum, then you cannot touch it with 
one or two Fingers, and thoſe Perſons who 


in ſuch a Caſe will not permit you to put 


your Hand up ſo far as is requiſite, deprive 
you of the Means, whereby you may know 
the true Situation of the Womb; and conſe- 
quently you can form no Judgment of it, 
nor declare what imminent Danger might 
enſue, or take the neceſlary Precautions, and 
ſo you are not any wile culpable. 

If any one ſhall preſcribe ſuch a Rule or 
Method to Midwives, he ſhews himſelf _ 
wretchedly learned, or is deceived by Men 
little verſed in theſe Affairs; for had they 
but made trial of this, they would have been 
better informed, and not have preſcribed to 
others ſuch hurtful Methods. 

But that Midwife, who is not tied down 
by ſuch Preſcriptions, ought not to heed 
them, but do that which is requiſite and ne- 
ceſſary, in order to be convinced of the true 
F 2 Situ- 
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Situation of the Womb's Orifice, that ſhe 
may be able to inform the Phyſician, orRela- 
tions thereof, if they deſire it; and tho? they 
ſhould do fo, for her own Satisfaction, and if 
the thing ſhould have ill Succeſs, ſhe may 
boldly fay, F am not to blame, I told the 
Danger, and warned her Relarions : This 1s 
her Shield, by which ſhe may repel all Ca- 
lumny and Detract ion. 

If therefore a skilful Mid wife can anſwer 
to this Queſt ion, and tells you truly, that the 
Orifice of the Womb lies directly on the 
Petvis, the Crown of the Head duly poſited 
at the Orifice of the Womb, and that it has 
already fallen into the Cavity of the Pelvis; 
that the Waters are formed ſhort and even, 
or broad; or that they are already broken, 

and good part of the Head hangs out: you 
may be very well fatisfied, that an eaſy 
Birth muſt enfue, and a Midwite of an in- 
different Capacity may eaſily perform what 
is to be done; nor is there any neceſſity of 
making much haſte, but leave the chief Bu- 
ſineſs to Nature. 5 

But if the Aperture of the Womb fall di. 
rectly on the Pelvis, and the Crown of the 


_ Child's Head hang out enough, but yet ſticks 
above, it is a Sign denoting either a great 
Head, or a ftrait and narrow Pelvis; for a 
ſmall Head falls very eaſily into a large Pel- 
 ©1s, and affords an eaſier Birth; and yet for 
all that, a great Head may paſs through, 15 
Ll: leſs 
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leſs the Pelois, being too much upon the 
Plain, it ſhould ſtick unmoveable on the mid- 
dle of the Offa Pubis and in ſuch a Caſe 
the Midwife ought to depreſs it towards that 


ſide, where the Pelvis offers itſelf more with 


greater ſpace, and you mult give way pa- 
tiently to time, *till ſuch large Head, by little 
and little ſtretches it ſelf along, as I have be- 
fore informed you. * 0 

J ſay, if the Pelvis be large enough, that 


the Infant may paſs through; for there are 


Women who have ſo ſtrait and plain a Pel- 
Vis, that a perfect Fatus can no manner of 


wile paſs through, and conſequently in ſuch 


a Caſe the Woman mult undergo the Ope- 
ration of an Inciſion, without which there 
would be no Hopes or Expectancy of a De- 


very; tho? indeed I never found a Peluis fo 


very narrow, yet for all that I make no 


doubt but ſuch there may be. An Eugliſb 


Phyſician affirmed to me, that he ſaw ſuch 
a Pelovis in a Skeleton at London, in which 
the Pelvis was lo ſtrait and ſhallow, that it 


Was not two Fingers Breadth, through 


which moſt certainly an Infant could no 
ways poſſibly pals. RE 
But if the Midwite ſay, that the Orifice of 
the Womb lies up very high, and leans ſide- 
ways on the Os 1/chion, or is poſited or lies 
upon the O a Pubis,or falls backward on the 
Os Sacrum or Fortebræ of the Loins, and 
that ſhe can only feel a ſmall part of it like 
Ss — "oY = 


a little Half-Moon, and is not able to judge 


what Member offers itſelf, nor can contrive 


that the Orifice of the Womb {ſhould fall 
down upon the Pelvis, and that from this 
Situation of the Aperture of the Womb it 
follows, that the Bottom of the Womb is po- 
ſited one way or other obliquely ; things be- 
ing in this Condition, according to the Infor- 
mation of the Midwife, you know that a 
difficult Birth muſt enſue, and that both Mo- 
ther and Fatus are in danger. 
If the Midwife ſhall tell you there is im- 
minent Danger, {he prudently and faithfully 
diſchargeth her Duty; if not, then ſhe has 
been wanting therein, either through lack of 
Skill, or Fear, or Shame ; but be that as it 
will, Time ought here by no means to be in 
the leaſt neglected. If you deſire to ſave the 
Mother and Infant, do not make flight of 
this Ad vice; for there is ten times more dan- 
ger, by waiting for a natural Delivery, than 
if you immediately delivered a Woman 
with an artful Hand, I ſpeak this, being 
fully convinced of its Truth ; and if you 
obſerve theſe my faithful Admonitions in 
this reſpect, but a very few Women would 
die in Childbed, and a great many Infants 


would be ſaved, who die by waiting too 


long: for while you ſpin out delays, the Wa- 
ters low down, the Space of theWomb is im- 
mediately diminiſhed, the Paſſage rendered 
more {trait and narrow, the Infant harder 
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by dryneſs and death, the Womb is more 
ſtrongly compreſſed by the Viſcera Mdomi- 
nalia, and more deeply depreſſed if it be po- 
ſited ſide ways, or in the forward hanging part 
of the Ahdomen, the Woman's Strength is ex- 
hauſted by her Pains to no purpoſe, and the 
Woman, by little and little, is more and more 
debilitated; at laſt, there is no Aſſiſtance 
deſired, but when the Infant is already dead, 
and the Mother lies down but half alive; 
and though the Woman be then quickly e- 
nough delivered by a skilful Hand, and the 


dead Infant drawn forth, which now being 


a dead Carcaſs ſends out a Stench, and has in- 
fected the Womb, yet for all that the Mother 
periſhes, and then the death of the Woman 
is of neceſſity imputed to this artful Deli- 
very ; but as abſurdly, as if the death of a 
Man ſhould be aſcribed to the Rope that 
drew him half dead out of the Water. 

I repeat it therefore again, that it is not 
the Delivery, but the delaying of a timely 
Delivery which deſtroys the Mother with 
the Fatus. It is enough that IT have given 
Teſtimony to Truth: he who refuſes to be- 
lieve this, let him be incredulous to his own 


{detriment and loſs ; but they, who follow 


theſe Advices, will be able to be Witnelſ- 
ſes of the 'Truth : and afterwards, while L 
am yet alive, or when I am dead, this Pra- 
ctice will hold up its head and flouriſh, and 
then Experience will ſhew, that in theſe 

A 4 things 
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things I had an Eye to the Common Good, 
and gave the belt Counſel and Advice, 


 ExaminaTion III. 


But if the Mid wife ſay, that the Orifice of 
the Womb does indeed directly lie upon the 
Pelvis, but that the Crown of the Head is 
not there; and that on the contrary the In- 
fant comes on with the ſide part of his Head, 
or his Face, or that the Navel-String comes 
along with the Head, or that a Hand or Foot 
may be felt, take care, and know for certain, 
that in ſuch a Caſe you ought immediately 
to aſſiſt the Woman, tho? the Membranes be 
{ill entire: If ſhe ſay, ſhe does not know any 
thing is here to be done, ſhe is ignorant of 
her work ; for {he ought not to reſt, before ſhe 
has brought only the Crown into the Orifice 
of the Womb, having removed the other parts 
r Fe 

But if it happens, that the Crown of the 
Head cannot be brought into the Orifice, 
the Face being ſtrongly appreſſed and re- 
maining unmoveable in the Orifice of the 
Womb, you muſt not uſe any Violence, to 
repel the Face, and by that means invert 
the Head, but ſhe ought to wait his coming 
out after that manner. If therefore the Mid- 
wife {hall tell you, that ſhe has put back each 
Member thus coming out together, as the 
Foot, Hand, or Navel-ſtring on one ſide, or 
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fall down with the Head, it is a ſign ſhe is 
not ſufficiently Miſtreſs of her Buſineſs. 


the Head the Member thus offering itſelf; 


branes, or ſhe is ignorant in the Art. 


ple Water; and if thence ſhe knows how to 


ſhews herſelf ingenuous: for the Mother 


diately after the Rupture of the Membranes ; 


the Midwife does not know that ſuch Poſi- 


* 
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towards the lower part of the Head, ſhe has 
duly diſcharged her Office; but if ſhe is 
herein dilatory, and cannot retroduce ſuchk 
Member ſo offering itſelf, but permits it to 


However it is poffible, that the Pains 
may urge by ſuch ſhort Intervals, and fo- 
ſtrongly, that a Midwife, betore the Mem- 
branes are broken, cannot retroduce with 


and then in ſuch Caſe it muſt be done im- 
mediately after the breaking of the Mem- 


If the Midwife ſay, that the Orifice of 
the Womb lies indeed on the Middle of the 
Pelvis, but that nothing comes out but ſim- 


predict, that a difficult Birth will enſue, ſhe 


and Fztus both are in Danger, and the beſt 
Remedy is, to deliver the Woman imme- 


for the Infant lies tranſverſly either on his 
Back or Belly; the ſafeſt way is to invert 
him, and draw him our by his Feet. But if 


ture is dangerous, ſhe does not rightly un- | | 
| derſtand 
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derſtand her Art, and 'tis a matter of the 
utmoſt danger to follow her Advice. l 


ExAMINATION V. 


We diſcourſe here of a Womb rightly 
placed, which hangs directly over, or upon, 
the Pelois, where the Head does not come 
out, but ſome Members of the Infant. 

When therefore the Mid wife tells you 

that the Orifice of the Womb does indeed 
directly lie over or upon the Pelvis, but that 
inſtead of the Head ſome Member puts for- 
ward, or ſometimes the Navel-ftring only; 

ou are informed, that it will be a difficult 
Birth, and that the Woman ought to be de- 
livered by an artful Hand immediately after 
the Membranes are broken; that the Mother 
and Infant, if then alive, may be ſaved. 

I fay, immediately after the Membranes 

are broken, it may ſafely be done; nor is 
the ſpace of one Hour requiſite, when for 
the moſt part half an Hour may be ſufficient 
for a Man well practiſed in this Art. If the 
Midwife can perform it, and ſhe may be 
confided in, let her do it; if not, let the 
Woman reſt, and do not weaken her by 
Pains in vain, but ſend for a more able Mid- 
wife, or skilful Maſter in the Art, who may 
deliver her ſafe and ſoon. 1 

If only the Navel-ſtring comes out, it is 
credible that the Infant advances ** 
| y1ng 
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lying on bis Belly; in this Caſe the Navel- 
ſtring muſt be retroduced, and the Infant 
drawn forth by the Feet. ark bo RAG 
If with the Navel-ſtring there comes a 
Hand, Foot, Elbow, or both Hands of the 
Infant, theſe muſt be retroduced, or put back, 
the Infant inverted, and drawn out by the 
„„ „ iin 
If a Knee offer itſelf, or one, or both 
Feet, the Knee muſt be retroduced, but 
both the Feet be laid upon the Orifice, and 
the Infant is thus to be drawn out; but al- 
ways the Toes turning downwards with the 
Heels upwards, for this way cauſes the ea- 
ſieſt Birth. | 

If the Infant comes out with his Buttocks, 
he may indeed come out after this manner; 
but it is much better and more ſafe, to re- 
troduce the Buttocks, and put the Feet up- 
on the Orifice of the Womb, and draw him 
out ; but take heed, that by Violence, or an 
untoward handling, you do not cripple the 
Infant's Thighs, and ſo make him lame. 

If both the Feet come out together, the 
Midwife only muſt let them fall down, and 
cently draw them to her; if the Toes are 
downwards,and theHeels upwards, the birth 
comes on as well as one could deſire ; if not, 
ſhe ought, taking both Feet in her Hands, by 
little and little, to invert the Infant as he 
comes on, and ſo promote his Iſſue. 
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In all theſe Caſes, as hath been ſaid, there 
ought to be a quick Delivery; but the ſa- 
feſt, eaſieſt, and leaft dangerous Method of 
all, is immediately after the breaking of the 
Membranes; and ſuch Delivery may be per- 
formed by a skilful Hand in leſs than an 
- Hour's time, nay moſt commonly in leſs than 
half an Hour. Who does not therefore be- 
hold the much to be lamented and impru- 
dent Errors of rude and unexperienced Mid- 
wives, who after the Membranes are broken, 
ſit by the Woman a whole day, nay, very of- 
ten a great many days together, and yet do 
not deliver her, and ſo by their Careleſſneſs 
kill both the Mother and Child. Is not this 
horrid ? is not this dreadful Negligence to be 
blamed ? who dares approve of ſuch Care- 
lefineſs 2 who will not condemn it? | 

If the Mid wife ſhall tell the danger, and 
own herſelf not capable quickly to deliver 
the Woman, ſhe is not to blame; if not, ſhe 
ſins, and ought to be puniſhed for her Neg- 
ligence. . TO | 

But you, O Phyficians, my Companions 
and Collegues, who are ſometimes ſent for 
to lying-in Women, or their Relations, to aſ- 
{fiſt the Mid wife, that you might, if ſhe acts 
with too little Skill, or Tmprudence, teach 
her better, or at leaſt inform her Relations 
of her want of Skill; ſuffer me, if you 
_ pleaſe, to ask you, Whether. you have nor ſeen 
theſe horrid, abominable and wicked _— 
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cles? Do you not often, at the earneſt Deſire 


and Entreaty of theſe rude and ignorant 


Midwives, preſcribe forcing Remedies, and 
put the Woman into the Agonies of Death? 
and yet without delivering of her; and ſo you 
deſtroy the Mother with her Infant: when 


both, or one at leaſt, by the aſſiſtance of an 


artful Hand, might have been, in leſs than 


the ſpace of one Hour, freed from this dan- 
ger. I would not have what I ſay to be in- 


terpreted as a Reproach or Reflexion on any 
one, or to make you aſhamed ; no, but only 
candidly to admoniſh you : Look into your 
ſelves, and faithfully weigh what I have 
advanced, and then conſcientiouſly judge, 
what you ought to do TH: 

Weigh, I beſeech you, theſe things atten- 
tively, in the preſence of God. If it be true, 
that all ill- turned Infants, in Wombs rightly 
placed, may be immediately, after the Rup- 


ture of the Membranes, inyerted and drawn 


forth, and that a Woman in Labour may be 
thus delivered with her Fetus and Secuye 
dines, without any previous taking of Me- 
dicines, and any Pains requilite thereto ; do 
not People therefore act extreamly ill in de- 


ferring ſuch a ſalutary Operation, in ſuch im- 
minent Danger, of the Mother's periſning 
together with her Infant, by ſo dilatory and 

unskilful Hand of a Mid wife, who after the 


| 


breaking of the Waters cannot deliver her. 
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You will ſay perhaps, tho? what has been 
here propoſed ſhould be true, yet would it be 
too dangerous to prefer this Method to any 
other; for who has experienced that theſe 
things are really true? „ 
I would not, if I knew it, impoſe upon a 
Child, much leſs would I deceive a Neigh- 


bour in a thing of ſo much Moment: I ſo- 


lemnly affirm to you, that what has been 
ſaid is true, being ſufficiently ſatisfied in my 
Conſcience, that I muſt render an account to 
God, who knows all things ; and if you are 


backward of belief, give credit to thoſe, who 


have ſent for me in due time, and they will 
every one Orally confirm the Truth of what 
I have here advanced. 

I remember that not long ſince, I delivered 
ſeven Women at the Hague, and not only 
quickly diſpatched my Buſineſs with them 
all, but they all of them ſurvived the Ope- 
ration, and lived afterwards in good State of 
Health, tho? I was not timely enough ſent 
for; but the eighth was in her Agony when 
I came to her : upon which, calling the Huſ- 
band aſide, I told him, I almoſt deſpaired of 
ſaving her Lite, becauſe {he ſeemed to carry 
with her the Image of death; but yet if he 
deſired I ſhould deliver her, I would uſe all 
my Endeayours ſo to do. She had ſtrong 
Convulſions the Night before, and was in a 
high Fever ; ſhe breathed {hort, and with 
much difficulty; her Face was very much 

5 contracted, 
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contracted, and as it were cadaverous; but 
yet, at the deſire of her Husband, I de- 
livered her in half an Hour's time. But after 
the Child and the Secumdines were drawn 

forth, the Woman died before ſhe could be 
put to Bed; where it muſt be noted, that I 
delivered theſe eight Women of as many 


dead Infants, moſt of which might have 


been brought alive into the World, if they 
had ſent for me in due time ; but indeed Tg- 
norance perſuades Men, that it is not decent 
for a Woman to be delivered by a Man, un- 


leſs the Infant be dead; which Error has 


proved ſo prejudicial to many Infants, and 
Women of good faſhion, as to be the death 


of both. 


Permit me again to ask you, if any In- 
fants, ill- turned in a Womb rightly placed, 
may be inverted, and brought forth in an 
Hours time? Are not therefore the Phyſi- 
cians and Midwives obliged to tell this to 
the Women, Husbands, and Relations, and 
propoſe to them the beſt Method of ſaving 
the Mother ? or, on the contrary, are they 
not to be accuſed of Negligence if they omit 
theſe things? And ſo, without admoniſhing 
of the Relations, they let the Mother periſh 
with her Infant. 

I am now in hopes, that People, better in- 
formed and convinced of the Truth, will no 
longer err, but moſt faithfully ſerve their 
Neighbour, laying aſide all private _ 
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and Advantages whatſoever. I am obliged 
alſo, in order to Excuſe and defend all well- 
meaning Phyſicians, to give them this Advice, 
when they are ſeat for to Women in Labour, 
that they lie under the greateſt difficulties ; 
firſt, becauſe ſuch ſalutary Advice of deli- 
vering Women by Men is ſo little agreeable, 
and moreover, becauſe it is ſo difficult to find 
a Maſter in the Art capable of ſuch Opera- 
tion, and ſo troubleſome and inconvenient, 
to ſend for him from Places very remote; ar 
the Expence of ſo much Time and Money : 
for, as too often it happens, fuch a- skilful 
Perſon is. not to be found in any City, 
how great and populous ſoever it may be; fo 
that all are not to be blamed in this reſpect; 
for when they have adviſed what is to be 
done, they have diſcharged their Duty. 

If therefore the Midwife is conſcious of 
any Danger attending the aforeſaid Poſitures 
of Infants, and notwithſtanding does not de- 
liver the Woman, through want of Care re- 
quiſite thereto ; and if ſhe does not adver- 
tiſe the Woman, Husband or Relations, but 
deludes them on with vain Hopes, and the 

Mother by ſo doing periſhes with her Infant; 
does not ſuch a Midwife in this Caſe com- 
mit a great Sin, and ought {he not to be pu- 
niſhed by the Law ? Ought not careful and 
vigilant Magiſtrates to look into theſe things, 
that ſuch mortal Errors may be thoroughly 
examined? that they may correct them, _ 
Ena 
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enact very ſevere Penalties, for ſuch Negli. 
gence, for the Good of Mankind. 1 
þ I could fay much more on this Subject, if 
» I had a mind to dwell upon that vaſt Va- 
3 | riety of Caſes relating hereunto; but I think 
- | what I have ſaid ſufficient to intelligent Per- 
» || ſons; nor indeed would any thing more be 
1 I agreeable to the Malevolent: for which Rea- 
- | fon I ſhall finiſh this Topic, and paſs on to 
Inſpection. 1 
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| CHAP. VI. 


7 5 the Inſpection of a dead 
Body, may be diſcovered, whether 


a Woman dying with the Foetus 


within her, died of a natural Death, 
or periſhed through the Negligence 
or i of the Midwife. 


HAT I may not r involve 
my ſelf in certain Hypotheſes which 


may be doubted of, I ſhall ſpeak firſt of 


Women, that die with the Ferns within 
them, the Infant however being well turned 
in a right- -placed Womb. Such'a Woman 
may indeed, either by Sickneſs, or want of 
Strength, fall into ſuch a Weakneſs, as not 
to be able to produce Iſſue, or me fault 
might be in the geniral Parts: And in ſuch 


Calc of Weaknels, or 11] Conformation of the _ 


genital Parts, the Midwife is not to be ac- 
cuſed ; and yer Iam of Opinton, that this 


very rarely happens: for as long as both the 


Womb and Infant lie in a right Line upon the 
Veleis, 
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Pelris, there is occaſion of none, or of very 
weak Pains; for ſuch an Infant may moſt 
eaſily, and without any trouble, be brought 
into the World without them. 1 
But if, by inſpecting the dead Body of a 
Woman who died in Childbed, the Womb 
appears to be rightly placed, and the Infant 
therein ſo poſited, that it does not come on 
with his Head, but with one Hand, Arm, 


Knee, Elbow, or one of the Feet, the Navel- 


ſtring, Buttocks, Abdomen, Breaſt, in a 
word, with any Member of his Body, and 
the Woman have Strength at ſuch time of 
her Labours ; and the Membranes be bro- 
ken; and if, immediately, after the Deflux 
of the Humours, the Delivery (which might 
be done in half an Hour's time) be not + 
performed, but left to Nature, and the Mid- 
wife never told its Danger, nor adviſed a 
quick Delivery; it is a ſign, that the Mother 
died with her Infant by Careleſſneſs, and 
that the Midwife was guilty of that Negli- 
gence, and therefore ought to be puniſhed: 
tor had ſhe given due notice of the danger, 
the Woman might have been delivered in 
leſs than an Hour's time, and there might 
have been great Hopes of ſaving both Mo 
ther and Child, or at leaſt one of them. 
Certainly ſuch a Caſe may clearly be de- 
termined by the Inſpection of the dead 
Body; for no Phyſician, Profeſſor of Ana- 
tomy, or any other, who well know the 
35 G 2 ___ Structure 
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84 MipwivrtryY Improved. 
Structure of the genital Parts of a Woman, 
can deny, but that by opening the Body of 
a Woman who died in Childbed, we ma 
clearly and evidently ſee and be ſatisfied of 
theſe two things following, 72. Firſt , whe- 
ther the Orifice of the Womb directly lies 
over the Aperture of the Pelvig, or not? 
Secondly, it may be eaſily found out what 
Member of the Infant offers itſelf to the 
Mouth, or lies on the Orifice of the Womb, 
If therefore theſe two things may be ſo di- 
ſtinctly and evidently found out and per- 
ceived, we may alſo from Inſpection cer- 
tainly and firmly judge whether the Woman 
periſhed through Neglect, or nor. 

Bur if it be found, that the Woman peri- 
ſhed by Neglect, the Queſtion is, whether 
the Midwife knew the perverie Situation of 
the Infant in the Womb, or nor ? Tf ſhe 
knew it not, ſhe is ignorant of her Art; if 
ſhe knew the Danger, and did nor ſpeak of 
it, nor timely deſire Aſſiſtance, ſhe is guilty 
of the Murder both of the Mother and In- 
fant. If this be really falſe, then two and 
two do not make four, nor three and two 
make five; but if it be true, it is no leſs cer- 
tain, that by the Inſpection of a dead Body, 
one may indubitabiy determine and diſtin— 
guiſh, whether the Woman perithed by Neg- 
lect of the Mid wite, or not: And if by In- 
ſpect ion we may be afſured hereof, I leave 
any one o judge, Whether a Means ſo cer- 

2 tain 
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tain ought not to be made uſe of for the Pub- 9 
lick Good. . 


The Second Degree. ol 


But if, by inſpecting the Body, it appear, 
that the Womb is perverſly placed in the 
Body, and the Orifice of the Womb lie on 
or towards one ſide of the Peli, or the 
Os Iſchion, or Os Illion, or be laid towards 
the torepart of the Body upon the Offa Pu- 
bis, or towards the hinder parts of che Body 
lie reclined on the Fertebræ of the Loins, 
or Eminence of the Os Sacrum, à little 
higher or lower, it matters not; and not 
the Head, but any Member at or upon 
the Orifice of the Womb; the queſtion is, 
whether the Midwite knew this perverſe 
Poſiture, or not? If ſhe did not, ſhe was 
not ſufficiently inſtructed in her Art; if ſhe 
knew it, it is a farther queſtion, if ſhe owned ; 
the danger of ſuch Policure ?.If not, ſhe is 
ignorant of her Art; but it ſhe ſaw the 
Danger, and did not inform the Woman, or 

her Relations, nor faithfully adviſe and per- 
ſuade them to have the Woman timely deli- 
vered, immediately on the Deflux of the 
Waters, or quickly ſoon after, to fave the 
Mother and Infant, ſhe has been deficient 
in her Duty, and deſerves to be puniſhed ; 
for, on the Deflux of the Waters, or imme- 
diately afterwards, it is very likely that both 
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the Mother and Infant might have been 
faved ; for the Woman, by a well-expe- 
rienced Hand, might have been delivered in 
about an Hour's time: for tho', when 
the Womb is thus poſited, there is greater 
Danger in relation to the Infant, and greater 
Labour, Skill and Dexterity to deliver ſuch 
a Woman, than if the Womb had been 
rightly placed; and yet for all that, ſuch a 
Delivery may, by a skilful Hand, be per- 
formed in an Hour's Time, and ſometimes in 
a little more, or a little leſs than an Hour. 
By comparing all things, it will appear, 
that ſuch a Delivery may be performed in 
leſs than in an Hour; but, after long delays, 
the thing proves quite otherwiſe. This be- 
ing allowed, it certainly may be determined 
by Inſpection, whether the Woman, with the 
Child within her, was loſt by the Careleſſ- 
neſs of the Mid wife. 


The Third Degree. 


When by Inſpection of a dead Body it 
appears, that the Womb had a perverſe Poſi- 
rure, and that the Infant's Head lay with 
its Crown or otherwiſe on the Pelvis, and 
at the ſame time remained appreſſed on 
ſome one of the Ofſa Pelvis, and not fal- 
len down into the Pe/vis; the queſtion then 
again is, whether the Midwife knew this 

ls © 0 Poſiture 
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Poſiture of the Womb and Infant, or nor? 
If not, I ask, whether ſhe knew the great 
Danger that was in ſuch a Poſiture? If not, 
ſhe is ignorant of her Art ; it ſhe knew 
it, {he dealt very perfid iouſly, by not ac- 
quainting the Woman and her Relations, 
and perſuading them to ſend ſpeedily for 
ſome one, who might, upon the Deflux of 
the Waters, or immediately afterwards, de- 
liver the Woman, not without hopes of ſav- 
ing both Mother and Chilc. 
For tho' this Poſiture bring more Diffi- 
culty to a Maſter in this Art than the pre- 
ceding, the Woman may notwithſtand ing 
alſo be delivered in an Hour's time; but in 
this Poſiture the Infant is more in danger 
than in the preceding. If the Midwife does 
not declare the Danger of this Poſiture, nor 
deſire Aſſiſtance, ſhe is guilty of the Murder 


of the Mother and Infant, and deſervedly 


ought to be puniſhed ; and becauſe, by in- 
ſpecting the Body, this Poſiture may be 
evidently known, hence therefore it alfo 
plainly appears, that by Inſpection we'may 
be certainly aſſured in this Caſe, | that the 
Mother and Fxtus did not die a natural 
death, but by the Careleſſneſs of the Mid- 


And becauſe, by Inſpection of the 
Body, this deſtructive and deteſtable Negli- 
gence might be detected, and certainly 
known ; I leave it to the Deliberation of 
= all 
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all Magiſtrates, who have the Cauſe of Re- 
ligion at Heart, whether to ſave ſo many 
Women and Children, this Practice does not 
deſerve to be admitred ? with equal, cer- 
tainly, or greater Reaſon, than the Inſpec- 
tion of a Body of any one that has been 
drowned, ſtabbed, or poiſoned ; becauſe a 
great many more Women and Infants pe- 
riſh by the Careleſſneſs of Midwives, than 


thoſe who die by other means, whoſe Bo- 
dies are inſpected. 


| The Fourth Degree. 


When, on inſpecting of a Body, it appears, 
that one or both Arms hang without the 
Orifice of the Womb, and the Woman die 
thus undelivered, which clearly appears by 
Inſpection, the queſtion is, Whether the Mid- 
Wife, as ſoon as ſhe found out this Poſiture 
of the Infant, knew its Danger? If not, ſhe 
is ignorant of her Art; if ſhe knew it, the 
queſtion is, whether ſhe told this Danger to 
the Woman and her Relations, and deſired 
Afiſtance to deliver the Woman, which 
might have been done in an Hour's time, 
with great hopes of ſaving the Mother and 
Fetus ? If ſhe did, ſhe is unblameable ; it 
not, ſhe deſerves to be puniſhed, and that 
on a double account, if ſhe pulled the Arm 
of the Infant, yet alive, in order, that ways, 


to 
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to draw him out duplicated : An Act hor- 
rid and abominable ! which tho? it be com- 


monly enough practiſed by Midwives, yet 


highly deſerves ſevere Animadverſion, 'nay, 
ought to be puniſhed by Laws to be enac- 

ted for that purpoſe; 
killed the Child, and was the Cauſe, a8 
much as in her lay, that the Woman died 
with the Child within her; and no one skil- 
led in the Art can deny, but that by Inſpec- 
tion it may in this Caſe be clearly known, 


whether the Midwife was not the Cauſe of 
the Deſtruction of Both. 


Perhaps ſome People might ask theſe 
Queſtions following, 1. 


I. Whether it is never in any Caſe lawful 
for a Mid wife to pull or protract the Arm 


of an Infant, as long as it is alive, that ſhe 


may draw out the Infant thus duplicated, in 


order this way to deliver the Mother ? 


IT. Whether it is not lawful for a Phyſician 
to aſſiſt the Midwite in this Caſe, by giving 
the Woman in Labour ſuch Medicines, as 
2 85 ſtimulate and incite her Pains? 

I make Anſwer to theſe Queſtions, with a 
Mind fully convinced and informed of the 


true Nature of the Caſe : IT ſay then, that 


they commit a moſt abominable Crime, and 
not 


* 


* * 


oo MI Dp WIE RY Improved. 
not ſufficiently to be puniſhed by the ſevereſt 
Laws, who thus rudely protract the Arm of 
a living Infant, that he might thus be 
brought forth duplicated; for while they do 
this, they kill the Child, and expoſe the Mo- 

ther to the danger of death. And as it is 
unlawful voluntarily to kill an Infant, fo 
with parity of reaſon is it as unlawful thus 
to protract a duplicated Infant, inaſmuch as 
death immediately mult enſue : as we ought 
not to give any Aſſiſtance to one who would 
commit Murder, fo it is as little lawful for a 
Phyſician to aſſiſt or aid a Mid wife, who me- 
ditates on ſuch horrid and deteſtable Actions, 
by giving the Woman in Labour ſuch Medi. 
cines as are apt to ſtimulate and provoke her 
Pains. „ 

I have found by Experience, that an In- 
fant coming out with his Arm, and ſtrongly 
' retained in the Womb, if the Arm be not 
protracted or twiſted, may live two Days 
or longer ; nay, may be brought into rhe 
World alive, without any Tumour or Pa— 
ralyſis of the Arm, provided he be inverted 
by a skilful Hand, and drawn forth by the 
Feet: on the contrary, if a Midwife thus 
protract an Infant, he dies in a few Hours 
time, becauſe the Arm being hereby ren- 
dered thicker, {wells and grows hard ; and 
unleſs the Infant. be quickly drawn forth, 
the. Arm is ſeized with a Gangrene, which 
having begun firſt in the Arm, diſperſes = 

c 


5 4 
” - 
* 
© - 
4 . 


Ch6. MIDWIFE RV Improved. Of 7 
ſelf along the Neck, Heart and Head of the 
Infant, all along the Navel-{tring, then in 
the Secumdli nes, and thence into the Womb; 
ſo that the Infant rots with an intolerable 
Stench, and then both Mother and Infant 
periſh; and thus the Midwite is the Cauſe 
of this Murder. 3 | 
Since things are ſo, we may undoubtedly 
know by Inſpection, whether the Mother 
and Fetus died naturally, or ſadly periſhed 
by the Careleſſneſs and cruel Hand of the 
Mid wife. e 
The Midwives, perhaps, will make an- 
ſwer, to excuſe themſelves, that tho? by thus 
protracting the Arm they may kill the Child, 
yet they do not deſerve to be puniſhed, be- 
cauſe they cannot draw out a duplicated In- 
fant otherwiſe, than by thus taking hold of 
the Arm; and conſequently are blameleſs, 
becauſe it is always better to kill the Infant 
in order to ſave the Mother, than that Both 
ſhould die deſtitute of Help, and that it is 
manifeſt from Experiments, that ſometimes 
duplicated Infants have paſt through, with 
preſervation of the Mother's Life. . 
I never denied, but that they have very 
often drawn out duplicated Infants, and the 
Mother ſurvived, tho” delivered after a per- 
verſe Method; but how often does the con- 
trary happen, and to how many Women 
has this Method been deſtructive ? How 
many Women, after vain Labours, have pe- 


riſhed 


02  MipwirtRy Improved. 
riſhed with the Fetus within them, I ſhall 
not tell, leaving it to thoſe who were preſent 
thereat. This only I ſhall ſay, that this will 
| be the Caſe when ever this perverſe Method 
ol delivering Women ſhall be inſtituted, and 


whenever it is fruitleſly attempted. 
A duplicated Infant may be drawn forth, 
if the Capacity of the Pelvis exceed the 
Bulk of the Child, if the Woman has ſuffi— 
cCient Strength left her, her Pains ftrong : 
for in this Caſe an Infant may indeed be ex- 
preſſed, but the Ir.fant always dies, and the 
Mother runs the riſque of her Lite. 
But, on the contrary, if the Capacity of 
the Pelois be of leſs Extent than the Bulk 


or Moles of the Infant, the Pains rare and 


feeble, and her Strength fail; all things are 
made uſe of in vain, and the Woman dies 
With the Child within her. 
Any one, tho” but of an indifferent Genius, 
hence clearly diſcerns, that what the Mid- 
wives do, depends entirely upon Chance, 
ſince they do not know what things are ne- 
ceſſarily Requiſite to ſuch a Birth, and what 
not; and therefore the good or bad Succeſs 
of this perverſe Labour is altogether what 
they are Strangers to, and at belt the thing 
remains very doubttul. | 
Ihe queſtion now is, whether with pru- 
dence ſuch a perverſe Operation may be in- 
ſtituted ; and if it be lawful to kill an Infant 
with ſuch and ſo extreme an Ambiguity or 
| Doubt- 


1 7 


Delivery might be attempted with dry; 
Hopes of ſaving both Mother and In 


that is, if it be attempred in due Time. 


| I do not deny, but that, if it cannot be 


otherwiſe, it would be better to kill 
the Infant, than that both Mother and the 


Infant ſhould periſh together. But this is 


not what we talk of at preſent, ſince there 


is a ſafer Method of delivering the Woman, 
not without great hopes of ſaving both Mo- 
ther and Infant; the Woman may really im- 


mediately, in leſs than an Hour, be delivered 


of a live Child, provided it be inverted and 


drawn forth by the Feet with a skilful 
Hand : But to this the Midwives oppoſe 


themſelves, thinking, an Infant is not to be 


inverted, as long as he lives, but rather kill 


the Infant, while they hope to draw him 


out duplicated ; and ar the ſame time expoſe 
the Mother to Danger, that they might not 


be looked upon as uncapable of their Office. 
But when they can neither do this, then they 


think it yet timely enough to ſend for one 


more skilful than themſelves, not reflecting, 
that the Woman's Strength has now failed 


her; who then moſt commonly dies imme- 


diately upon her Delivery, not conſidering 
that the Mother is murdered with her In- 
fant partly by Neglect, and partly by ſuch 


NN 


cruel Tortures. 
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Doubtfulneſs of Succeſs, eſpecially if ſuch 


ants 
and all this to be done in an Hour's time, 
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May God grant, our moſt illuſtrious Magi- 


rates, on whom it is incumbent to con- 


ſult the common Good, that their Eyes at 
length may be opened, ſo as to prohibit this 
deteſtable Method of delivering Women, and 


puniſh thoſe who ſhall be found guilty in ſo 


doing: for, on Inſpecting of a dead Body, 


they may certainly know, whether the Mo- 
ther and Fxtus periſhed by the Negligence 
or Miſtake of the Midwife. Nay, without 
inſpetiag the Body, this may be determin- 
ed, provided Phyſicians would be preſent, 
where I am bringing ſuch Infants into the 
World ; then let them, after the Birth, with 


me examine the dead Infant and Secumdiues, 
and I will clearly demonſtrate, that theſe 


Infants did not die a natural death, but of a 
Gangrene, which began from the torn Arm: 
it will alſo thence appear, how neceſſary an 
Inſpection would be, But this Teſtimony 1 
muſt give to Truth, and ſay, that the 
greateſt Number, by far, of ſuch Infants 
coming out with their Arm, and which af. 


terwards they drew out by Inverſion, died 
of the Gangrene ; which not without great 
Trouble of Mind | beheld, and often groa ned 


within my ſelf, ſeeing no Remedy, whereby 
I might hinder this Deſtruction of ſo many 
Children, *till ar length it came into my 


mind, to propoſe an inſpection of the dead 


Body, that this deteſtable and moſt to be 
. abo 
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abominated Practice might be forbidden by 0 
publick Authority of the Laws. | 
Burt if theſe faithful Admonitions do not 
as yet move the Magiſtracy to take due 
Care to prevent this Slaughter of Infants, 1 
would adviſe all Husbands, whoſe Wives 
are in Travail, that they would diligently 
inculcate into the Midwite they make uſe 
of, that ſhe would immediately tell them, 
when ſhe firſt perceives the Arm to come 
forth. Then I adviſe them not to ſuffer the 
Midwife to draw out the Infant duplicated 
(or double) but let them lay the Woman 
quietly on the Bed, and without delay ſend 
for one more skilful, who may invert the 
Infant, and draw him forth by the Feet; fo 
will there be great Hopes of ſaving Both, 
and the Woman will in no wile be ſo wretch- 
edly puniſhed, nor her Strength fail her ſo 
much as in the preceding Caſe : for ſhe may 
be delivered in leſs than an Hour's time. 
Before I ſhall diſmiſs this Subject of the 
Deſtruction of Children occaſioned b 
breaking the Arm ſo rudely pulled . 
I ſhall touch in a few Words upon the Mur- 
ders of Children occaſioned by the Midwives 
hurting their Heads, whence a Gangrene 
ſeizes upon the Head, and the Infant dies: 
But this alſo may be detected on Inſpecting 
the Body. a f 
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The Fifth Degree. 


No one can deny, but that by Inſpection | 
of the dead Body, it may clearly enough be 
diſcovered, whether the Head of the Infant 
be hurt; that is, whether it be contuſed, 
or compreſſed, and hence the Bones paſs 
mutually over one another, or the Skin of 
the Head be cut or torn aſunder; or whe— 
ther the Menynges are perforated, or the 
Brain wholly, or in part be extracted or 
drawn out, and conſequently the Infant to 
have been in the worſt manner ill treated 
and puniſhed ; for ſuch Caſes, I grieve to 
to ſpeak it! I have too often found: But if 
theſe things had happened only to Infants 
already dead, they might have been in ſome 
meaſure pardoned, tho? I think nothing of 
this nature ought ro be ſuffered to be prac- 
tiſed by any Midwite ; for who can hear 
without horror ſome Midwives thus cruelly 
butcher and mangle live Infants alſo ? 

It will, perhaps, be anſwered, that there 
is no doubt to be made, but that by Inſpect- 
ing of a dead Body, we may ſee, whether 
the Head of the Infant be hurt, or not; but 
that it ſeems altogerher dubious, whether 
we can certainly determine, a live Infant 
has been ſo cruelly puniſhed by the Mid- 
wife ; and therefore it will be asked, whence 
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it is we can for certain know, that the Child 
periſhed by the Hand of the Midwife ? 5 

To this Queſtion I anſwer, It does not 
ſo eaſily appear at firit View, whether a 
live Infant had been ſo cruelly tortured by the 
Midwife, and that this requires a greater At- 
tentionof Mind, than if an Infant ſhould have 
periſhed by his Arms, being violently pulled 
and protracted. However, it this be not 
always, yet may it for the moſt part be 
diſcerned : for live Infants, when rudely 
handled by Midwives, die of the Gangrene, 

or Mortification, which always begins from 
the part which is hurt, and the Point where 
It received ſuch Hurt. If the Arm be 
hurt, the Gangrene begins in the Arm; if 
the Head be contuſed, or any otherways 
hurt, the Gangrene begins there, and in 
that very place where the Midwite had fo 
ill treated it. But it any other Member of 
the Body be hurt, the Gangrene thence ari- 
ſes ; and this clearly appears, for thoſe Signs 
are not found in an Infant, who died of a 
natural Death, much leſs if he had been 

e alive a little before. Since therefore all 

- | things above-mentioned may be demonſtra- 

e | ted on inſpecting of a dead Body, I con- 

it | clude Inſpection to be neceſſary, and in 

xr | the higheſt degree beneficial, if it be admit- 
it | ted, and the World will thereby reap the 

1. | following Advantages. 
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* | 

The Faults of Midwives would be detec- 
ted by theſe means, and then the Dread of 
Puniſhment would deter them from com- 
mitting ſuch deteſtable Crimes, to the ruin of 
Mothers and Children; which now, by want 
of Inſpection, lie hidden, undiſcovered, and 
paſs with Impunity. 
X. 

By Inſpe&ion it would evidently appear, 
what Midwives duly and rightly performed 
the Work committed to their Care, and who 
neglected it. 

III. | | 

The blame-worthy Deſtruction of ſo many 
Women of Rank and Faſhion, and the not 
enough to be deteſted Slaughter of fo many 
innocent Infants, would 'evidently appear by 
Inſpetion, and might be puniſhed; and would 
ſerve as an Example to the Negligent and 
Careleſs, and ſpur them on to the Obſervance 
of their Duty. | . 
IV. 

Raſh Midwives, and ſuch who are 1gno- 
rant of their Art, being thus known, might 
be avoided ; but the prudent and religious, 
me leur tor. - CEN 

. V. 

Many unskilful Mid wives, who are ſuch 
now, would for fear of Puniſhment learn 
better, read over good Authors, and 3 
| aſs 
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uſe of all Helps and Remedies to become 


more skilful, ſince now they lead only 


a mere idle and lazy Life, becauſe their 
Crimes and Errors lie undiſcovered, and un- 


puniſhed, Inſpection being not admitted; 

2 1 

Mid wives, through fear of Puniſhment, 
would be obliged in time to warn the ly- 
ing- in Woman, and her Friends, of any im- 
minent Danger; they would deſire timely 
Aid to ſave the Mother and Infant. 

VII. = 
They would thoroughly weigh all things 


with greater Care, and would more anxiouſly 


ſearch out by the Touch the true Poſiture of 
the Womb and Infant, and faithfully declare 
it to the Woman and her Relations; nor 


would they deceive the Phyſician, to get from 


him ſtimulating Medicines: and the Phy fician 
himſelf would act more prudently in pre- 
ſcribing of them, tearing leſt by Inſpection 
it may appear, that ſuch Medicines were un- 
ſeaſonably adminiſtred. 
VIII. 

Phyſicians might, with greater Security of 
Mind, acquieſce in what the Mid wives Tay, 
and ſafely preſcribe; or, if need were, dili- 
gently counſel and perſuade a ſpeedy De- 


livery by a skiltul Hand. 


Thoſe Phyſicians, who are ſtill fo ſtrong- 


| ly prejudiced, as that they will not believe 
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theſe perverſe Poſitures of the Womb, may 
lee them with their own Eyes, and feel them 
with their own Hands, and fo be convinced; 
and, at the ſame time, underſtand every ill 


Succeſs which ariſes from theſe perverſe Poſi- 


tures of the Womb, as I have demonſtrated 
in this Book. 

Phyſicians, having clearly examined theſe 
perverſe Poſitures ot the Womb and Infant, 
would evidently perceive the Advantage and 
Benefit, nay, the great Neceſſity of ſpeedily 
delivering theſe Women; and at the ſame 
time ſee, how much Detriment attends rhe 
Procraſtination of this ſalutary Remedy. 

XI. 

An evident Knowledge of a perverſe Poſi- 
ture of a Womb and Infant would ſhew 
Phyſicians, how neceſſary it is that Mid- 
Wives ſhould be better inſtructed. and un- 
dergo a ſtricter Examination, before they 
be admitted to exerciſe an Art of ſuch great 
Moment and Concern. 

| | 3K. 

A ſpeedy Delivery of Women in Labour, 
upon the Deflux of the Humours, or imme- 
diately after, would, without doubt, in all 
perverſe Politures of the Womb and Infant, 
be performed with good Succels, 

KL -: ; | 
By Inſpection it would appear how neceſ- 
ſary it is, that in every populous City 3 

well 
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dwell a skilful Maſter in this Art, who © 
might immediately attend, that no Oppor- 
runity of a quick Birth might elapſe, as 
would be the Caſe were any one to be ſent 

for, from an Habitation of ſeveral Miles 
diſtance. 5 

XIV. 

This ſalutary Art of ſpeedily delivering 
Women would then be held in greater 
Eſteem, and a great many would diligentlix 
apply themſelves to ſtudy this Buſineſs; ſo 
ſhould we in our Country have every Year 
a great number of Women and their Infants 

ſaved, who now periſh for want of timely 

Aſſiſtance. 


If therefore ſuch, and ſo many Benefits | 
and Advantages are to be expected from 
looking into, or inſpecting dead Bodies, of 
which no one can doubt; I leave it with all 
due Reverence to our moſt illuſtrious Magi- 
ſtrates, whether or not, for the Publick 
Good, the Profit and Advantage of the 
Subject, the promoting of true Science, the 
Conſervation of our deareſt Pledges, (272. | 
our Wives and Children) ſuch Inſpection | 
ought not to be admitted and practiſed, 1 

I know, to this there may be objected a 
great many Dithculties ; but I alſo know that 
all of them being duly examined and weigh- 
ed in the Balance of ſtri& Reaſon, it will 
ſufficiently appear, that theſe Difficulties 
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| are not in the leaſt equivalent to the Bene- 


fits and Advantages that will accrue by this 


Inſpect ion, eſpecially if it be done without 
any Expence to the Subject; for which Rea- 
ſons, may be thereto admitted the moſt fa- 

mous Profeſſors, Readers, and generally 
skilled Doctors of the Faculty, and Maſters 
of the Art of Midwifery, if they ſhould be 
at hand, or any other able Men, whom the 
Magiſtracy might for that end appoint, and 
who, for Love of the Publick-Weal, 
would willingly undertake this ſo laudable 
an Office of the Art : And I leave it to 
your Judgment, whether or no ſuch In- 
ſpection ſhould not be performed before 

ſome Midwives, eſpecially before her who 

attended the Woman to the time of her 
death? Would not the Inſpection of a dead 
Body in the higheſt degree be uſeful to 


them? Certainly, this would be the beſt 


Method to imprint on their Minds a true 
Idea of the Structure of the genital Parts 
of Women, which, without the Inſpection 
of a dead Body, cannot by read ing alone be 
ſo well acquired; and hereby might they 
exerciſe their Art with greater Confidence. 
For a Concluſion, I ſhall only add, that 
I hope every one's Eyes may be opened, and 
ſee that it is not ſufficient here to complain, 
that almoſt in all Cities and Villages there 
are found ſo many unskilful Midwives, and 
lo many Mothers and Infants periſh Oy | 
If =: their 


their Negligence, if they believe what I here 
{ay : for it is certainly true, and much to be la- 
mented,nay,and very often Matter of extreme 
Grief to Children deprived of their Mothers, 
and to Husbands to have their Wives thus 
taken away, by the Errors and Careleſſneſs of 
ſuch unskilful and ignorant Midwives, I ſay 
therefore, that theſe. Complaints are not ſuf- 
ficient, but that a way more ſafe ought with 
mature Deliberation be inquired into; firſt, 
that this mortal Evil be prohibited; ſecond. 
ly, that it be corrected and puniſhed. The 
beſt and moiſt excellent Remedy of this 
dreadful Evil would be obtained by Inſpec- 
tion ; which, if not admitted, all other Re- 
medies will, I am afraid, prove uſeleſs and 
of no effect. : 
There may, beſides Inſpection, ſome other 
neceſſary things be made uſe of ; but of 
theſe I ſhall not diſcourſe in this place: for 
now I have disburthened my Soul, and wit- | 
neſſed the Truth. If I am not credited, and 
theſe faithful Admonitions be deſpiſed, yet 
ſhall I appear faithful to God, that T have put 1 
outmy Talent to Uſury, and as much as hath |; 
been in my power, faithfully demonſtrated lf 
not only this mortal Evil, which ſo common- *' | 
ly prevails the whole World over, but have | 
alſo declared that great and certain Remedy 
of this ſame Evil ; leaving the Execution of 
it to thoſe, whom God hath ordained to be 
the Fathers of the Country, and Guardians 
H 4 and 
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and Sollicitors of the Publick Good; fub. 
ſeribing my ſelf, with all due Reverence and 
Submiffion, their faithful Subject, and in 
all things their ready and obedient Ser- 
vant; | En foot Fl 
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Dmonition to all Husbands, in reta. 


tion to the ſaving of their Wines. and 

Children. — N 
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Dangerous the not l the en Po- 
fiture of the Womb. —— p. 44, 45. 


Delay of delivering a Woman dangerous, 
and why. p. 87. 
Delivery of a Woman may be expedited in 


a Hour'r Time, and ſometimes leſs. p. 86. 


Deſcent of the Infant's Head, in what Caſe 
we ought to binder it. BEA 
Deſperate Impatience and Reſolution of a 
Woman in Labour, a ſtrange Exam- 
Ple. — — p- 31. 
De ſtruction of the | Mother and Infant, how 
to be known. — p. 84, 85, 86. 
Duplicated Lafante, Hen my may paſs, 
and when not. — P. 90. 
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Error "mY not Ilivering a W ill the 
Infant be firft dead, illuſtrated by a very 
remarkable and dreadful Example. p.78. 
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Fallacious (Hering of an Tnfanmt's Head. p.13. 


Figure I. and 2. repreſent the Womb rightly 
aud obliquely. ſituated. — 5. 25. 
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Bc angrene begins from the torun Member * 


| :be infant. p. 97. 
Groſs Ignorance of Midwives. — 85 40. 
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How it may be known when an Infant bs 
ua rorrured, or not. —— P.91, 92. 


| Tmpoſſh bility of coming at the Infant's Feet, 
when it happens. p. 36. 
Inſaut's binder Part of tbe Head fallen into 


the Pelvis. P- 1; 2. 
I zant's binder Part of the Head fallen upon 
| the Offa Pubis mortal. P. 39. 


Infants lying reſupine and tranſoer/ly on 
the Pelvis, are inverted with c a great deal 
of Difficulty, and why. 22 

Infants may be inverted 3 in the mm 

and drawn forth alive. — _PÞ.90. 

Infant reſupine in a Womb, obliquely poſited, 
4 rare Example. p32 33. 

Infants 
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Infants how they may be inverted, and what 


1% to be noted thereupon. ——- p. 17,18, 
Infants protracted by the Arms are killed. 
3 1 p. 86, 87, 88. 


Inſpection teaches whether the Mother dies 
with her Infant by Neglect of the Mid. 
wife. TY + | 4 
Tnſpettion of the Bodies of Momen dying in 
_ Childbed without being delivered, why 
neceſſary. OO — / P. 82, 
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Tnſpettion, a certain Remedy to prevent the 
Neſtruttion of Infants. — p. 97 
Tnſpettion, why it ought to be performed be- 
fore one or more Midwives. - P. 102. 
Inverſion of the Infant hindered, by what 
 peroerſe Peſiture. . ——— p- 23. 
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Live Infants cruelly tortured n 
p· 89. 
Long Doubt of the Author of ſome perverſe 

 Poſatures of the Womb. P. 12 
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Midwives deſerve to be puniſhed for the abo. 
minable Protrattion of Infants.——p. 89. 
Midwives Touchſtone, or Shield of Defence. 
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Midwives 
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Ali devivcs 1ft Examination. — p. 61. 
24 Examination. — p. 65. 
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Midevices ought to have a conerall * f 
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Midwives, when bey kill the Mother and 
Tufant. . P. 40. 
Midzwives kill the Iofont by arawing it cut 
by: be Arm. - — p. 90. 
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Nerkicence of Phyſicians and Maziftrates 
inconceivable. — p· 42. 
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One only perverſe Poſiture, in which the 
Intant's Feet cannot be taken hold of. p.23. 


9. One only Caſe in which the Feet cannot be 
fe taken hold of. © p. 28. 
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Pelvis f00 Gates why the Cauſe of a 2 
50. Birth. p. 26. 


89. J Pelvis 700 large, and the ill Succeſſes thence 
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- Signs of the Candonr of Midwives. p. 60. 
Strongeſt Pains when fruitleſs and hurtful. 


p- 13. 
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Waters fugitive, why they denote a difficult 
r ep 
Waters, if oblong and ſlender, ſhort and 
Broad, what thence follows. p. 61. 
Waters, their Rupture, when, and Horw. p. 62. 
Womb, when impoſſible to reach its Bottom. 
x7 p. 23. 
Womb, with its Vagina, frequently de forthe, 
4 Rigbi Angle, — 1 
Womb, with its Vagina, deſcribing a Right 
Angle moſt commonly the Cauſe of thi 
Death both of Mother and Infant. p.. 
Womb with the Infant's Head hanging out 
of it. — . p- 51. 
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